Arch Cape’s Creeks & Wetlands

Legal Requirements and Household Tips to Protect our Community’s Natural Resources

What we do in our daily lives – from remodeling a home, to fixing a car, to gardening – can affect the health of our local creeks, wetlands and ocean.  Understanding how our activities impact our waters is an important start in protecting the natural health and beauty of our community.  This handout is intended to provide information on what you are required to do and what your can do to help protect our creeks & wetlands.

Requirements
Clatsop County requirements:

For properties abutting Highway 101[image: image1.wmf], a 25-foot wide native tree buffer along the highway must be maintained or planted when the property is developed.

All structures must be at least 35 feet from creeks and wetlands.

For properties on Arch Cape and Asbury Creeks, property owners are required to maintain a 25-foot buffer of native vegetation and remove any noxious weeds along the creek.
During construction, contractors must adhere to erosion control measures required by building code.

Call Clatsop County for more information at (503) 325-8611.

Army Corps of Engineers & Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL) requirements:

Army Corps and DSL permits may be required for removing or filling of materials from any waterways, lakes, wetlands, and the ocean. For Asbury, Shark and Arch Cape Creeks and their associated wetlands, permits are required for any removal or fill because they are designated as “essential salmon habitat streams.” 

[image: image2.wmf]Call DSL at (503) 378-3805 for more information.
Household Tips

Be careful when you build or remodel

· Plan construction away from creeks and wetlands.  

· Leave a wide vegetated buffer between creeks and wetlands and buildings and driveways. 

· Seed bare ground as soon as possible.

· Minimize paved areas, or use porous pavement. 

· Protect and save as many native plants as possible, especially near creeks and wetlands.

· Prevent sediment from entering water by installing and maintaining erosion control devices. 

· Keep heavy equipment away from stream banks and wetlands.

· Ensure that construction workers know and follow all stream setback and erosion control regulations.
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Care for your stream and wetlands

· Don’t mow the edges of streams and wetlands.  Leave a natural buffer. 

· Keep yard debris and compost away from creeks and wetlands.

· Pick up dog waste and dispose of it in the garbage.

· Allow fallen trees to become nurse logs.  Don’t cut up or remove them.

· Leave naturally occurring logs, branches and rocks in creeks and wetlands for wildlife.

Grow a watershed-friendly garden and lawn 

· Preserve established native trees and shrubs in your yard. 

· Use native plants in your landscaping. 

· Plant groundcovers to minimize erosion, especially on slopes.
Common Non-Native, Invasive Plants

Japanese Knotweed 

English Ivy

Himalayan Blackberry

Scotch broom

Yellow flag iris

Purple loosestrife

· Minimize the use of non-organic herbicides, pesticides and fertilizers. Use compost and organic products.

· Ensure that your landscaper knows and follows all creek and wetland regulations. 
· Identify and properly remove non-native invasive plants.  

Note: Do not mow Japanese knotweed; it will spread through the cuttings.  For information on the removal of knotweed and other noxious weeds, call the Clatsop Soil & Water Conservation District at (503) 325-0435.

Want to learn more about protecting your streams & wetlands?

Ecola Creek-Arch Cape Watershed Council: (503) 325-0435.  

Meets the third Monday of every month at 4:30 pm.  Call for location and   to get on the emailing list.

Clatsop Soil & Water Conservation District: (503) 325-4571.         Provides free info on erosion control and non-native plant removal. 

Clatsop OSU Master Gardener Program: (503) 325-8573.             Provides free gardening advice, including pest management and non-native plant removal.  Master Gardener training held every January-March.

Native Plant Guide: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/pi/go-native/index.aspx 
Brought to you by the Ecola Creek-Arch Cape Watershed Council.

Contact the Watershed Coordinator, Lori Lilly for more information at (503) 325-0435.

www.ClatsopWatersheds.org
Native Plants 


Vine maple


Pacific crabapple


Salal


Oregon grape 


Evergreen huckleberry


Pacific wax myrtle


Red flowering current


Pacific rhododendron


Red elderberry


Evergreen huckleberry


Salmon & Thimbleberry


Red osier dogwood


Douglas spirea


Sword fern


Kinnikinick


Bunchberry








Do you have wetlands on your land?


A YES answer to any of these questions may indicate that you have wetlands on your land:


Is there a stream nearby?


Are there areas where it gets really soggy or water pools for a week or more?


Would you need to ditch the site to dry it out for planting or building?


Do you see clumps of grass-like rushes (round stems) or sedges (angular stems), skunk cabbage, or willows?


If you think you may have a wetland in an area where you wish to alter the landscape or build, verification by a professional is recommended.











