Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

December 9th, 2010
In attendance: Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Jim Bergeron (NWWC), Howard Kem (Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council), Madeline Dalton (Coordinator)
I. Minutes from the June Nicolai-Wickiup WC meeting were reviewed and approved. 
II. December meeting agenda was adopted

III. Announcements

A. Measure 76 passed: The ballot measure to extend utilizing state lottery dollars to fund natural resource programs, including watershed councils, passed last month. Before this measure passed, state funding for natural resource programs was scheduled to sunset in 2014. With the approval of Measure 76, lottery funds will be utilized for natural resource programs throughout Oregon indefinitely. 
B. Marine Reserves Update: The final meeting for the Marine Reserves area at Cape Falcon was held on November 10th. The final vote by the Marine Reserves Community Team was 9 to 7 in favor of recommending the Cape Falcon Marine Reserve. The Oregon Policy Advisory Committee (OPAC) met on December 7th, and also made the final decision to recommend implementing the Marine Reserve. However, the recommended reserve was modified from the original proposal because it entails half marine reserve and half marine protection area. The marine protection area will allow crabbing, salmon trolling and fishing from off the shorelines. This issue will go to congress for approval and implementation. 
IV. New Business

A. Large Wood Placement Project: In August, Madeline and Phil Simpson from ODFW conducted a site visit at the confluence of Big Creek and Little Creek to see if there is potential there for installing large wood from the Log Salvage Program. This area is lacking adequate in-stream complexity, and could be a candidate for a small project next season. Since the site visit, however, Phil has left ODFW and joined CREST. Madeline will have to contact the landowner directly and make sure that she is still interested in working with us on this project. 
B. Gnat Creek Project: Madeline recently partnered with CREST to complete preliminary designs for a potential tidal restoration project on Gnat Creek off of Ziak-Gnat Creek Road. The wetland is located on Oregon Department of Forestry property, and would involve removing portions of a failing dike. Madeline will keep the council informed about this project as it progresses. 
V. Old Business

A. Kem Project Update: Howard gave the council an update on the project that was completed on his property in July. This project involved installing engineered log jams in Big Creek to stabilize an eroding bank, and to provide increased in-stream habitat. Howard reported that the project is working well. The log jams are working as snags and he has seen many salmon in the reach. Both Hampton Affiliates and the Nicolai- Wickiup Watershed Council partnered with Howard, NRCS, and US Fish and Wildlife Service to complete this project. Hampton donated all of the rocks and boulders needed for the project, and the watershed council donated many of the logs. The watershed council will also be working with Howard to replant the project area next spring when water levels are lower at the site. 
VI. Good-of-the-Order: 

Nothing to report
VII. Adjournment 

