Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

December 7, 2010
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Jim Scheller (Skipanon WC), Norm, Judy, Marie and Andy Kujala (property owners), Peggy Hines (Skipanon WC), Steve Porter (Warrenton HS), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the November watershed council meeting were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Measure 76 passed: The ballot measure to extend utilizing state lottery dollars to fund natural resource programs, including watershed councils, passed last month. Before this measure passed, state funding for natural resource programs was scheduled to sunset in 2014. With the approval of Measure 76, lottery funds will be utilized for natural resource programs throughout Oregon indefinitely. 
B. Smith Lake Drainage: Pat announced that above average precipitation and higher groundwater levels has resulted in elevated water levels at Smith Lake, a cause of concern for many lakefront property owners. Pat spoke with the Clatsop County Road Department and Warrenton Public Works about this problem. The road department was able to come and clean out drainage culverts adjacent to the lake. As a result, lake levels have dropped 4-6 inches in the last week. The council discussed the possibility of installing staff gages on the lake to monitor future fluctuations in lake level. 
III.       Treasurer’s Report: No new transactions have taken place since the last council meeting. Madeline recently submitted a report for projects completed using Pacific Seafoods fine money during 2009. Madeline will submit another report summarizing all 2010 transactions at the beginning of 2011. 
IV. Old Business
A. Marine Reserves Meeting Recap: The final meeting for the Marine Reserves area at Cape Falcon was held on November 10th . Jim gave testimony at the meeting on behalf of the Skipanon Watershed Council and the North Coast Watershed Association. The Cape Falcon Marine Reserve was a very contentious issue. The final decision was so polarized, that the group was not able to come to any definitive consensus. The final vote among the community team was 9 to 7 in favor of marine reserves. However, there is an Oregon Policy Advisory Committee meeting tonight that will make a final decision as to whether or not to implement the marine reserve at Cape Falcon. 
III. New Business
A. ODFW Large Woody Debris Meeting Recap: Dave Stuart, a biologist from Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife met with Jim and Madeline last week to discuss large woody debris and its potential for flooding in the Skipanon System. Dave stated that state regulations do not permit removing downed logs from rivers and streams unless it can be demonstrated that one particular log can be identified as causing flooding that has led, or will lead to property damage. However, it may be possible to break up log jams in a river or stream with ODFW permission, as long as the logs are left in the stream system. 
B. Cullaby Lake Sanitation System: The Shoreline Sanitation Service that is currently servicing the houses at Cullaby Lake has been ordered to be disconnected because it does not meet DEQ standards for water quality. The Cullaby Lake Homeowners Association proposed installing a routing station at the Church of Daffodils; however, DEQ rejected the idea. Cullaby Lake will have to hook up with the Warrenton pipeline, which will cost over 2 million dollars. This cost will have to be divided between less than 150 homes, and will significantly increase expenses for the residents of Cullaby Lake. There is also a possibility of installing individual mound systems for each of the houses on the lake. 

Good-of-the-Order- Steve announced that the high school fisheries program currently has 6,000 coho eggs that will go into the tanks after Christmas break. These fish will be raised and released before high school graduation in May, after they have been pit tagged. The fisheries program is also going to try to grow steelhead this year.

IV. Adjourn 

