Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

January 4, 2011
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Jim Scheller (Skipanon WC), Peggy Hines (Skipanon WC), Steve Porter (Warrenton HS), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the December watershed council meeting were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Steve announced that Ron Rehn from the ODFW STEP program came to the Warrenton fishery facility and assisted the students by giving them the correct food amounts that they should be using for efficiency of translating food weight to fish growth. 
III.       Treasurer’s Report: No new transactions have taken place since the last council meeting. The budget remains at $78,174.54. 
IV. Old Business
A. DEQ 319 Grant Submitted: Madeline mentioned that she submitted the DEQ 319 grant for riparian restoration. She wrote in a portion of the grant to partially fund the Skipanon Middle Control Structure retrofit project. Notifications of grant funding recommendations will be made in February. 
B. Jim announced that Dave Dishman from NRCS will be coming to the area on January 19th to do his annual inspection of the NRCS designed water control structures on the Skipanon River. Jim will be meeting him at the Pacific Grange at 10:30 am. 

III. New Business
A. Pacific Seafoods deadline for approval of additional project areas: The lawyer from the National Environmental Law Center, which oversees the correspondence between the Skipanon Watershed Council and Pacific Seafood, has suggested that we set a deadline for Pacific Seafoods to give consent for the amendment of our settlement. In 2009, we requested to amend the terms of our settlement agreement to allow the Pacific Seafoods fine dollars to be utilized for projects on the tributaries of the Skipanon River. Currently, the settlement terms only allow us to use Pacific Seafoods fine money for restoration and enhancement projects directly on the Skipanon River. We have never heard back from Pacific Seafoods regarding this request. Jim and Madeline suggested setting March 15th as the deadline to hear whether or not Pacific Seafoods will give consent to the amendment. The reasoning for this date is that it would allow us enough time to utilize the funds for small scale projects for this coming construction season. Pat moved to give March 15th for the consent deadline for expanding the area in which we can use the fine funding. Steve seconded the motion; and the motion passed. 
B. Skipanon/ Youngs Bay Combined Watershed Council Meetings Proposal: Last month, several member of NCWA and the coordinator and chair from the Necanicum Watershed Council met to discuss ways that we can partner in the future to become more effective in our work. One of the ideas generated in the meeting was to the possibility of having combined meetings between the Skipanon and Youngs Bay Watershed Councils. Discussion was held about the feasibility of implementing this change. The council decided that it may be beneficial to have combined quarterly meetings to talk about similar interests and problems and have more connection between the neighboring watersheds. 

C. Good-of-the-Order- Jim mentioned that recently the City of Warrenton approved adding an additional intersection for the proposed development near Vera Slough, off of Highway 101. The council would like to prioritize meeting with the developer to see if he would be interested in implementing green building practices in the development. 
IV. Adjourn 

