Skipanon Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes fro February 1, 2011

6:00 PM Warrenton High School

In attendance: Steve Porter, Jim Scheller, Pat Jensen, Russell Cook, Norm, Judy, Andy and Marie Kujala

We made introductions and recognized past Council Board Member, Russel Cook.  We acknowledged the committed representation from Smith Lake has continued for 14 years.

The minutes from our December meeting were “approved as presented” by motion; Steve/Pat all.

Announcements: A Wild Bird Presentation, “Along the Migratory Pathway” will be hosted by the Necanicum WSC and the North Coast Land Conservancy and presented by local naturalist, Mike Patterson.  This focus on birds of the North Coast will be held on Wednesday, February 16th at 7:00 Pm at the Seaside Public Library.  The Camp Rilea Joint Land Use Study will have an Open House February 3rd starting at 6:30 at Warrior Hall at Camp Rilea.

Treasurer’s Report:  Madeline noted we received the annual Pacific Seafoods check for $20,000 last month.  This brings our total assets to $98,174.54 and includes the $30,000 in a CD.

Old Business:  Madeline has submitted the OWEB 2011-2013 Council Support grant and expects we will hear more from OWEB about evaluations and awards in April.  

Jim reviewed the NRCS annual inspection of the Skipanon Water Control District infrastructures that were found to be “in good working order.”
Madeline has submitted the ODEQ 319 grant for the “Plyter Dam” mechanization project and anticipates hearing in March about that funding.  Madeline will be obtaining permits and developing a scope of work for the contractors RFP.

We discussed the combined meetings proposal and found agreement with our friends in the Youngs Bay WSC about combined meetings once or twice a year.

We discussed the idea of using Pacific Coast Seafoods funds for work in the Alder Creek drainage and Pat asked to review the latest correspondence to the NELC.

New Business: We discussed the 8th St. Structure and noted interest in removing it or modifying it as a bridge.  Pat presented historical photos from the 1960s and Norm recalled the Harbor Dr opening bridge.  We reviewed many other historical photos and maps of the area that Pat has acquired.
Steve updated us regarding the HS Hatchery and noted cold water disease, while still present, was much less lethal this year.  Steve discussed the monitoring and probe challenges noting that the computer connection to the main campus is a problem and suggested a field trip to the hatchery now in operation.

Jim led a discussion of ideas generated from the “Clatsop Conservation Partners Meeting” and the “acquisition in lieu” tool for mitigation and conservation.  Our deliberations led to a motion by Pat/Steve, all to “support acquisition in lieu as a concept for conservation of significant wetlands.”  

Jim commended Pat for his leadership regarding riparian zone conservation, and drainage concerns at the Smith Lake Annual Meeting.  

We also discussed wild rice growing locally, culverts, tidegates and drainage concerns throughout the area.  A field trip to the Otter Point site was recommended.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Scheller

