Youngs Bay Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes 12/2/2010
In attendance: Lee Cain (Astoria High School), Don Leach (Diking District #11), Carla Cole (NPS), Jesse Jones (Clatsop SWCD), Jim Capellen (small woodland owner), Will Caplinger (Campbell Group), Glenn Ahrens (OSU Extension), Madeline Dalton (WC Coordinator). 
I. Minutes from the May council meeting were reviewed and approved.
II. Announcements
III. Measure 76: The ballot measure to extend utilizing state lottery dollars to fund natural resource programs, including watershed councils, passed last month. Before this measure passed, state funding for natural resource programs was scheduled to sunset in 2014. With the approval of Measure 76, lottery funds will be utilized for natural resource programs throughout Oregon indefinitely.  
IV. Old Business 

a. Project Updates:
1. Otter Point:  Construction for Phase I of the Otter Point Project is currently underway. The Environmental Assessment was approved in September and is available on the Lewis and Clark National Park website. Construction crews have been working to clear vegetation from the construction zones on the site since September. Excavation of the historic tidal channels began today, and will continue through the end of the month. Phase I project activities will include site clearing, excavation of tidal channels, and construction of the cross levee footprint. After a brief pause during the winter months, construction activities will resume for Phase II completion of the project. 
Lee mentioned that he would like to discuss potential monitoring opportunities with the Astoria High School students. Both Carla and Madeline agreed that incorporating AHS students into the post-project effectiveness monitoring at the site is a wonderful idea. 

2.   North Fork Klaskanine Plantings:  There is still money remaining in the OWEB small grant for plantings along riparian areas of the North Fork Klaskanine River that have been previously treated for Knotweed. This grant will expire at the beginning of next month. Madeline has hired Lee Wunder from Clatsop SWCD to complete the plantings. 
b. 
Carla announced that NPS has made great progress with their native plant nursery. The nursery has been built, and NPS received donated stock from the BLM nursery in Tillamook for starts. This year, NPS was able to donate trees and plants to both CREST and NCLC for restoration projects. Future plans include getting local schools involved to help grow additional native plant stocks at other locations. They will also begin focusing on growing and propagating native prairie plants specifically to encourage butterfly recovery. 
V. New Business

a. Upper Youngs River Project: Madeline was recently contacted by Amy Horstman with the US Fish and Wildlife Service about partnering on restoration work in the Upper Youngs River Basin. The project would involve replacing undersized culverts and installing large woody debris. 

b. Volunteer Opportunity with Columbia Land Trust: Nadia Gardner approached Madeline to see if the YBWC could recruit volunteers to help with weed removal around native plantings on Columbia Land Trust’s Walluski River site. The native trees and shrubs that were installed along the riparian zone are being choked with reed canary grass. The council discussed organizing a work party to go out to the site with weed whippers once weather conditions are drier. Lee mentioned that the AHS fisheries tech students may be able to volunteer as well. 
VI. Good-of-the Order 
a. Will Caplinger mentioned to the council that the Campbell Group has funding available for conservation projects. These funds are not limited to projects on Campbell Group land. 
VII. Adjournment
