Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

February 10th, 2011
In attendance: Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Jim Bergeron (Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council), John McKesson (Clatsop SWCD), Edward Holloran (Oregon Dept. of Forestry), Madeline Dalton (Coordinator)
I. Minutes from the December Nicolai-Wickiup WC meeting were reviewed and approved. 
II. February meeting agenda was adopted

III. Announcements

A. Volunteers Needed for Rain Garden Installation: The Lewis and Clark National Historical Park and OSU extension are calling for volunteers to help with the installation of a rain garden outside of the Fort Clatsop Visitors Center. The event will be happening on February 22nd from 10:30am to 1:30pm. No specialized experience is necessary, but please dress for the weather. Pizza and refreshments will be provided for volunteers. 
B. Tillamook- Clatsop Chapter Society of American Foresters Meeting: This event will take place on Monday February 14th at Mo’s Restaurant in Cannon Beach. There will be a dinner and social hour starting at 5:30pm for a cost of $11. Following dinner, there will be a presentation about New Discoveries in Forestry Hydrology. 
C. Necanicum Bird Discovery Day: The Necanicum Watershed Council is having their annual Bird Discovery Day event on Saturday February 23rd from 9am to 2pm. The event is free and will include a guided bird walk, presentation on wild birds of the North Coast, and bird box building. 
IV. New Business

A. Big Creek Floodplain Reconnection Project: Amy Horstman with USFWS contacted Madeline because there is grant funding earmarked for the Big Creek Project that was never spent. Madeline and Bud have been coordinating with Amy to determine whether this money could be used to implement a wetland reconnection project approximately ½ mile downstream from the Big Creek fish passage improvement site. This project would involve removing part of a berm that separates a wetland area from the Big Creek mainstem to open up access for juvenile salmonids to off-channel rearing habitat. A culvert would also be installed under the Big Creek mainline to connect another small, isolated wetland area to the Big Creek mainstem. Bud hired a surveyor to complete a survey of the project site to determine how much excavation will be needed to complete this project. Once we receive the survey documents, Bud, Amy and Madeline will discuss how best to proceed with this project. 

B. Bud mentioned that he has officially given his notice of retirement to Hampton for June 30, 2011. Thankfully, Bud is planning to remain active with the watershed council and state forest advisory committee. Best of Luck, Bud! 
C. John announced that DSL is changing their regulations so that restrictions for soil removal will be expanded to 100 cubic yards from the previous 50 cubic yards allowed without needing a fill/removal permit. This will be helpful for property owners who need to clean out their ditches to maintain their proper function. 
V. Old Business

VI. Good-of-the-Order: 

Jim mentioned that he recently heard a presentation by Tod Jones about the oxygen supplementation system that was installed at the Gnat Creek Hatchery. The watershed council is interested in inviting Tod to come and speak to us about the new hatchery system as well. Madeline will contact Tod about the possibility of him coming to speak to our council. 

Bud mentioned that he will be out of town on the date of our next council meeting. We will discuss an alternative date and send out an announcement to the council. 

VII. Adjournment 

