Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

May 3, 2011
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Peggy Hines (Skipanon WC), Steve Porter (Warrenton HS), Norman and Judy Kujala (property owners), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the April watershed council meeting were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Watershed Council Support Evaluations: Madeline announced that we received the evaluations for the council support grant that funds the watershed coordinator position, as well as other expenses to keep the council functional. NCWA received a “very good” score. Although we do not yet know what the exact funding amount will be, OWEB anticipates that it will be between $96,465 and $114,460. 
III. Treasurer’s Report: 
The total in the Skipanon Watershed Council bank account remains at $68,174.54. With the additional $30,000 that is still in a certificate of deposit, that brings our total assets to $98,174.54. 

IV. Old Business
A. Skipanon Middle Control Structure Retrofit: Last month the council discussed that during the permitting process, when ODFW was consulted about concurrence with the in-water work window, they raised concerns about the design of the fish latter. The ODFW fish passage specialist determined that the retrofitted fish ladder did not meet the agency’s fish passage requirements. As a result, the NRCS engineer, who completed the retrofit designs, modified the plans to incorporate the ODFW specifications. Unfortunately, the modified designs would add an additional $30k to the cost of the project, and would also involve significantly expanding the footprint of the structure to encroach on the landowner’s property. These changes make it so that it is not feasible to complete this project. The council further discussed this project, and how we would like to proceed to improve the poor quality aquatic habitat in the reach around the water control structure. The council decided that if possible, we would like to remove the water control structure completely, leaving only the bridge in place for land access for the property owner. This would allow the water to flow freely in that reach of the Skipanon River, and would improve problems with temperature and dissolved oxygen, as well as removing the fish passage barrier. The council also agreed to pay for preliminary engineering of the water control structure removal if the NRCS and Skipanon Water Control District agreed to pursue this alternative.  
B. Volunteer Planting Event Recap: Watershed council volunteers planted about one hundred trees at Carruthers Park and along the Skipanon River behind the trailer court. Madeline passed around pictures of the plantings on the Skipanon River. A big thanks to the volunteers who braved the rain and participated in the event. 
IV. New Business
A. Approve 2011 Skipanon Work Plan: Madeline passed out copies of the revised 2011 work plan for the council that includes the project ideas discussed during the March and April meetings. Although we had again planned on approving the work plan this month, our council chair was not able to attend the meeting, and since Jim has not seen a copy yet, we will wait until the next council meeting to approve it. 
B. Pat mentioned that he was able to acquire copies of a 1939 map of the Ocean View Cemetery area that was part of an application to build a structure with a holding capacity of 11 million gallons for irrigation of the cemetery. We believe that the structure indicated on the map is the spillway dam that we discussed last month. However, more about this application is not known at this time. 
C. Pat also showed the council another map of the cemetery that depicts where the City expanded the cemetery grounds by shaping the dunes and filling wetland areas. Apparently the City was supposed to remove this fill later, but for some reason it did not happen. 
D. The land ownership legal dispute between the City of Astoria and Clatsop County over the sale of part of the Ocean View Cemetery has been settled. The County will pay the City $60, 000 for clear title to the property, which consists of two tax lots totaling about 46 acres immediately east of the cemetery. The County will also dismiss a lawsuit it filed against the City in February. The Astoria City Council approved the agreement on April 4th. 
E. Good-of-the-Order- Nothing to report
V. Adjourn 

