Youngs Bay Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes 3/24/2011
In attendance: Lee Cain (Astoria High School), Don Leach (Diking District #11), Lori Agalzoff; Wendi Agalzoff; Carla Cole (NPS); Tim Fastabend (AMCCO) Ted Warila (CSWCD), Madeline Dalton (WC Coordinator). 
I. Minutes from the January council meeting were reviewed and approved.
II. Announcements
a. Potential National Priorities Listing in the Youngs Bay Watershed: Tim Fastabend from the Astoria Marine Construction Company (AMCCO) spoke to the council about the potential National Priorities Listing currently being proposed by the EPA. Tim explained some of the background related to the property, as well as what is currently happening with the study that the EPA has been conducting in the area since 2007. Although AMCCO has followed previous requirements for disposal of sand blasted materials, the EPA study did find elevated levels of heavy metals on their property during the study. As a result, they named the site as a potential candidate for new National Priorities Listing. There will be a public comment period regarding the listing starting in April through May 9th. There will also be a public meeting about the study and the EPA National Priorities Listing process on April 4th from 4pm to 7pm at the Judge Guy Boyington building in Astoria. 
III. Old Business 

a. Project Updates:
1. Otter Point:  We estimate resuming excavation activities for the remainder of the southern channel in April or May, depending on weather conditions. In February, Madeline submitted the joint permit application to the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL) for Phase II construction activities. Madeline also completed the biological assessment for this project to be reviewed and approved by National Marine Fisheries and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. CREST staff Sam Giese and Matt Van Ess have taken the lead on completing the Section 408 permits for alterations of an ACOE levee. Matt and Sam are currently working on completing the necessary tasks to submit the 408 application to ACOE. If all goes well, we plan to finish excavation work and large wood installation by July, construct the dike from August to October, revegetate the wetland site from September through November, and breach the dike in November during the tidal in-water work window.
IV. New Business

a. Native Plant Nursery at the Lewis and Clark National Park: Carla Cole spoke to the council about the native plant nursery that NPS completed in the last year at Fort Clatsop. The nursery has raised outdoor beds for growing native plant stock for use in local restoration projects. Park staff is also planning to use the nursery as an educational opportunity with local schools. 
b. Watershed Council Work Plan for 2011: Madeline passed out copies of a draft work plan for the council that includes the projects that we anticipate completing over the course of the year. A written work plan will allow the council to have a more concrete tool for assessing which projects we would like to prioritize, as well as give us a mechanism for tracking our progress on the activities that we are working on. Discussion was held regarding other potential projects what the council would like to focus on this year. Madeline will incorporate the ideas generated at the meeting into a finalized work plan for 2011 and bring it to the May council meeting for approval.
c. Sampling Equipment at Hansen Creek: Lee mentioned that there are currently biologists from the Seattle NOAA office measuring the effectiveness of fish friendly tide gates in the area. Lee spoke to one of the biologists to see if it would be possible to share the data that they have collected, and if they would also be interested in looking at data that Astoria High School has collected in the past. Madeline will also speak with the CREST monitoring crew to see if they know anything about the study that NOAA is conducting. 
V. Good-of-the Order 
a. At our last meeting, Lee spoke to the council about a student who was interested in conducting toxicology research. That student is currently conducting a bioassay using glyphosate on salmon fry to test the toxicology of the herbicide on fish that are found in our ecosystem. The experiment involves exposing salmon fry to glyphosate at 4 different concentrations. So far, the study has shown that even at the highest concentration, the glyphosate has no effect on acute toxicity. 
VI. Adjournment
