Ecola Creek Watershed Council meeting minutes 10/20/2008
In attendance: Lori Lilly (WC coordinator), Bob Lundy (ECWC), Jerome Arnold (ECWC), Mark Morgans (Weyerhaeuser Co.), John Mersereau (ECWC), Nadia Gardner (Arch Cape)
I. Minutes from September’s watershed council meeting were approved.


II. Announcements
A. The OWEB Biennial conference will be held Nov. 5-7 in Eugene.  Lori will be attending and presenting.
B. The North Coast Watershed Association received a grant from OWEB for ~45K to support log salvage efforts in the region.  Blowdown can be collected and stored in identified storage locations and later used in habitat restoration projects. 
C. Lori submitted a grant to OWEB to support a half-time Education and Outreach Coordinator for the councils.  Programs to continue developing by the new hire would include Native Plant Program, Landowner workshops with individual follow-up site visits to develop projects and a Water Quality Monitoring Program.
D. The North Coast Land Conservancy submitted a grant to OWEB to support a land exchange that would result in 800 acres of Oregon Board of Forestry lands coming under the ownership of the City of Cannon Beach.  This exchange of quality forestlands adjacent to the Forest Reserve would put 1/12 of the watershed under the City’s management.

E. Nadia reported that the USDA is working with the Swigart’s on Ecola Creek: the landowners are required to fence and plant their property to prevent further resource damage by land management practices.

F. Nadia also reported on a current ballot measure which would take 15% of lottery funds and put it towards law enforcement.  These funds are currently used for watersheds and education – is this the right source for increasing funding to law enforcement? [OWEB comment, “It's true there is a proposed ballot measure seeking 15% of the Lottery funds for law enforcement on the current ballot. It's also true that Measure 66, the funding source for OWEB, also dedicated 15% of the Lottery proceeds. But, the Measure 66 funds are constitutionally dedicated to programs that OWEB and Parks administer and would not be directly or immediately influenced by this new proposed measure. So, it's not the same 15%. From what I can understand, this current measure would pull funds away from education and economic development.”]
G. Jerome reported on a conference that he went to regarding stream responses to forestry practices.  He discussed the Hinkle Creek project that was presented at the conference.  Information can be found at this web-site regarding the paired watershed study: http://watershedsresearch.org/HinkleCreek/Majorprojects.html .
III. New Business – nothing reported.
IV. Old Business

A. Updates 
1. Arch Cape Inventory/Assessment update – The contractor is incorporating comments from the public meeting held last month, as well as those from a site visit coordinated with Doug Deur.  Revised maps should be given to the council in the next week.

2. Elk Flats Stream Restoration project update – The survey is complete and final engineering will commence.  Pre-project vegetation monitoring is being conducted and a water quality probe has been installed (see below for a graph).

3. Ecola Creek volunteer water quality monitoring program – The first sampling date is scheduled for 10/28 at 2 PM.  Meet at Les Shirley Park.  Jerome let us know that there may not be a water supply at the storage shed for our equipment.  Lori will check into this with Mark See at Public Works.

4. Canon View Park water District watershed purchase – Lori, Tom Merrell and representatives from the water district met with Neal Maine to discuss options for receiving grants to purchase a parcel from Stimson that contains the water district’s drinking water springs.  Options that were discussed included: funding from ODOT’s scenic byways program and further exploration of options through State Parks.
5. Greater Ecola Natural Area plan – the ad hoc Committee that has been developing the Greater Ecola Natural Area Plan presented a proposal to the City Council of Cannon Beach.  The Council agreed by consensus that the Committee shall continue developing the plan.  See article below from The Daily Astorian.

B. The group discussed Arch Cape, Shark and Asbury Creeks riparian restoration – the council still has an active OWEB grant for riparian work on these streams.  John and Nadia have ideas on potential properties and will do some research/outreach.  The council thought that we should also approach Stimson again about restoration above the water intakes on their property.
II. Good-of-the-Order – nothing reported.
III. Adjourn 
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Temperature and depth recorded from a water quality probe installed in the mainstem of Ecola Creek adjacent to the Elk Flats project site.
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Wednesday, October 15, 2008

Cannon Beach leaders explore natural history park idea

Whale theme considered as details are mulled

Wednesday, October 15, 2008

CANNON BEACH - The landscape in and around Cannon Beach could become part of  “natural history
adopted by the City Council.

Proposed by an ad hoc commitice of representatives from local environmental groups, sate parks and the
Service, the concept would incorporate the ocean, beach, forest, Ecola Creek watershed and Ecola State |
“natural area parks" plan. The plan would guide the city for long-term conservation of those areas and ex
the public, said Jason Seivers.

Seivers, a member of the Ecola Creek Awareness Project and field trip program manager for the Nature (
plan to the City Council at a work session Tuesday night. He said it could take six months 1o a year to de.
eventually go to the City Council for approval.

Five key principles would guide the plan. They include creating "core" areas that would be incorporated i
such as Ecola State Park and Tillamook Head, Haystack Rock, the wetlands downtown and east of US 1C
proposed 800-acre Ecola Forest Reserve in the city's watershed.

“The principlesalso would include recreation and education elements, conservation management and reco
area played throughout history in inspiring arts and culture, as wellas it importance 1o local ndian tribe.
commitice nvisions trails and sgns heoughout the "naural history park,” including in the wedlands alon
e forest surrounding the watershed.

Because the word "Ecola” means *whale” in the Chinook language, Seivers said the ad hoc commitiee pr
be "landscape of the whale.”In addition (0 using the theme for the park, local arts groups could explore U
the annual Sculptures Without Walls competition and in local publications, he said.

“The idea becomes infused i the psyche,” Seivers said. "It becomes powerful. It recognizes how powerfi
fabric of the community.”

Seivers displayed a map of the proposed “Greater Ecola Area,” showing an acrial view of the downtown

north. An outline of a whale was drawn around the core area. The whale's *spout” or spray, are the strean
and into the city’s watershed east of US 101, he said.

http://www dailyastorian.com/print asp? ArticlelD=55142&SectionID=2& SubSectionID=... 10/20/2008
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‘The plan would augment a *vision statement” already contained in the city's comprehensive land-use pla
“community with a strong sense of place. .. and protection of the "surrounding natural énvironment as ¢
beach, the Ecola Creek estuary and surrounding forested hillsides."

"My sense is that a plan articulates the city's wishes. It takes the vision statement and puts meat on the bo

“The propased plan also would enable th city to work with ther jursdictons, including the state parks d
outside of the ity such as developing a rail to Angora Peak souih of Cannon Beach.

‘Although the City Council generally agreed with the concept, Councilor Sam Steidel worried that it migh
outside jurisdictions from encroaching on the surrounding enviranment. What influence would the city hv
parks department proposed a concession stand at Ecola State Park? Seivers replicd that without the plan i
city to have the conversation.”

Steidel also said he was bothered by the word "plan."

"It connotes an end point, but this is ongoing," Steidel said. "It will be constantly in flux. But the concept
‘The other council members said they liked the idea. Mayor Jay Raskin and Councilor Melissa Cadwallad
‘approach to conserving the watershed would be attractive to grant-making organizations that the city mig
restoration projects and forest acquisition.

“It speaks nothing but positive,” Cadwallader said.

In other business, the council agreed to require that everyone using the city's skate park wear helmets. St

‘worn by people I years old and younger but allows ciies to create their own rules. Alcohol, tobacco, dr
e banned from the park and from the adjacent basketball court.

Police Chief Gene Halliburton said tht,since the new skate park opened this summer, four incidents oce
August,including aninjury requiring medical attention, criminal mischief, graffi and a skatcboard impx
only one incident  year occurred at the old skate park in 2007 and 2006, and two incidents occurredin 2
are upthis year, mostly centering o the lack of helmets wom by children and adults, lcohol usage and {
Police have stepped up monitoring the area

Related Links

Coners 2008 T vty Ao
Sis© 159 208 upt Software, A Fighs Rsevd




