Ecola Creek Watershed Council 

Meeting Minutes 4/19/2010
In attendance: Bob Lundy (ECWC), Mike Jackson (ECWC),  Mike Manzulli (ECWC), Bob Mushen (Clatsop County), Jenee Pearce (Ecola Creek Watershed Council), Jerome Arnold (ECWC), Mike Caldwell (resident), Tom Merrell (ECWC), Steve Katz (resident), Celeste Coulter (ECWC), Charles Dice (ECWC), Rob Emanuel (OSU Extension), Madeline Dalton (WC coordinator)
I. Low Impact Development Presentation: Rob Emanuel from OSU extension gave an engaging presentation on Low Impact Development (LID), with particular emphasis on storm water management. The objective of LID is to protect Oregon’s waters and improve water quality in urbanized portions of streams. LID has gained popularity recently because of its versatility and effectiveness in reducing the quality and quantity of watershed impacts that occur with conventional storm water management. The overall methodology of LID is to mimic natural watersheds through planning and Best Management Practices that work with the landscape and prevent storm water runoff. Examples of LID projects include swales, raingardens, rainwater harvesting, green roofs and pervious pavers. If you are interested in learning more about this topic, you can attend the LID workshop on Thursday May 20th, from 9am to 1 pm at the Tolovana Inn. The cost of this workshop is $20, which will include lunch and workshop materials. 
II. Introductions were made around the room. 

III. Minutes from the March meeting were approved.
IV. Announcements 

A. Earth Day Event: The annual Earth, Wind and Sea event will take place in Cannon Beach this Saturday, April 24th. Madeline will be attending the event with a booth for the North Coast Watershed Association. Since the Ecola Creek Watershed Council is part of NCWA, all council members are invited to join Madeline at the booth. The event goes from about 10:30 am to 1 pm. 

B. Columbia River Estuary Conference: The annual Estuary Conference will take place on May 25th and 26th at the Liberty Theater in Astoria. The event goes from 7:30am to 7 pm on Tuesday and 8:30am to 4:30 pm on Wednesday. Madeline and Amy Ammer from CREST will be giving a presentation at the event. The day and time for the presentation is TBA. 

C. Potential Resort Outside Cannon Beach: During the Weyerhaeuser land sale there was a private property transaction for a parcel outside of Cannon Beach. This area is being proposed for a large-scale resort. A permit application for this resort has already been approved by Clatsop County; however it is currently being appealed by the city of Cannon Beach. This resort is within the Ecola Creek Watershed, and will impact the natural resources within it. Therefore, it would be in the best interest of the council for us to be aware of this development, and provide input when we can. 
D. Mike Manzulli announced that there will be a Surfrider Presentation on plastics in our oceans on April 27th, at 7 pm at the Cannon Beach Chamber of Commerce. 

E. Jerome announced that there will be another county-wide herbicide spraying on Campbell Group land. Specifications of the application are only allocating for 10 foot setbacks from waterways. Jerome has written an appeal requesting a new public notice for this spraying. Jerome, Mike M. and Tom will work on drafting a formal letter.  
V. Watershed Business

A. Broom Buster Event: Discussion was held for this year’s annual Broom Buster Event to remove invasive Scotch Broom from areas around Cannon Beach. The council decided to have the event on Saturday May 22, at 9 am at Les Shirley Park. Bob Lundy will be in charge of creating flyers to advertise for the event. For our May watershed council meeting, we will meet at Les Shirley Park and scout out areas with large stands of Scotch Broom that we can focus on removing for the volunteer work party. 

B. NCWA Annual Gathering: The idea of having this year’s annual gathering be a fundraising dinner was met without enthusiasm. However, other ideas for activities were brought up, including taking a jet boat tour on the Columbia River. A council member from the Nicolai- Wickiup Watershed checked into reserving the Portland Spirit for the event. The boat seats 35 people and is available on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays from June to September. The cost for reserving the boat is $85, plus $25 per person. The length of the tour would be 90 minutes. The council said that the jet boat tour would be a potentially interesting gathering activity. Mike M. suggested contacting a local tour guide to see about potentially getting a longer tour. 
C. Arch Cape Local Wetland Inventory: At our last Ecola Creek council meeting, Madeline announced that she contacted DSL to find out about the status of the Arch Cape LWI only to learn that they never received the report. She contacted Pacific Habitat Services to resolve the matter, and they did so in fairly short order. However, after finally completing the work 20 months late, they then sent us an invoice for $1500. The grants for this project closed back in September of 2009, and therefore, there is no funding available to pay them. Mike M. has been looking into the matter and has sent PHS a letter stating that we do not intend to pay them for the work that they forgot to do on time. Madeline will keep the council updated on any correspondence regarding this project.
D. Arch Cape Riparian Plantings: The work for this project has been completed. There are still some left over plants at the water district that can be planted in the future if they are moved to the irrigated area. Madeline will coordinate with Tom to move the plants to the area where they will not dry out. 
E. ECWC Bylaw Revisions: In the interest of time, the council decided to vote on the bylaw revisions at the May council meeting. 

F. Water Quality Monitoring Update: Water quality monitoring is still being conducted monthly. Mike J. showed the council a Cannon Beach Public Works map depicting the drainage areas and storm water flows of the monitoring sites around Cannon Beach. The Public Works Subcommittee is working to compile a write-up of observations and conclusions from the monitoring that they have been conducting. 
VI. For the good-of-the-order:  
A. Bob announced that the Cannon Beach Farmers Market will be having 1-2 booths this year for non-profit organizations. The watershed council would be welcome to set up a booth if anyone would be interested in volunteering. The market is held on Tuesdays from 2-6 pm from mid-June to September. 
B. Jerome announced that there is a campaign right now to renew the 15% lottery income for watersheds and parks. The current funding will sunset in 2014 and therefore, this November there will be measure to renew the funding. Jerome is collecting pledges for the campaign. 
C. Jerome announced that there will be a DSL public hearing on April 28th in Astoria regarding the remapping of diking districts and the new regulations of DSL properties. 
D. Jerome also announced that Lori Lilly will be visiting the area in early May. There will be a small gathering on Thursday May 6th at 4:30 at the Fort George Brewery in Astoria if anyone would like to stop and say hello. 
VII. Adjourn
