Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

December 10th, 2009
In attendance: Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Jim Bergeron (NWWC), Howard Kem (landowner), Madeline Dalton (Watershed Council Coordinator)
I. Minutes from the August Nicolai-Wickiup WC meeting were reviewed and approved. 
II. Announcements

A. Big Creek News Article: The Big Creek project was featured on the front page of the Daily Astorian last month. The article described the benefit that the project will have on salmon habitat, and acknowledged the crucial role that Bud Henderson and Hampton Affiliates had in accomplishing this project. Bud also mentioned that there was an editorial about the article on November 5th, 2009 which commended the efforts of those involved with the project and reiterated the importance of better biological understanding and land stewardship projects.  
III. New Business

A. Howard Kem Project: The watershed council discussed the Kem project and the possibility of finding additional funding for the project through the watershed council. Originally, the Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council applied for an OWEB restoration grant to fund the project; however, it was denied funding. Since that time, the landowner has been working with NRCS to design and implement the project. The first set of project designs were thrown out; and the new NRCS designs no longer include adding fill to the river or trying to change its pattern. The overall plan for the project is to complete the implementation in 2 phases. The first phase would be completed next year and is completely funded. The second phase would be completed in 2011, and still needs approximately $20,000 to cover all of the construction costs. Madeline will speak with Shannon Daniels from NRCS and discuss a few potential funding sources that they might be able to utilize in order to complete this project. 
B. Future Project Development: The council discussed which watershed projects we would like to prioritize in the next few years. Projects that were mentioned included enhancing the connection and flow on Mary’s Creek at the slough on Jim Bergeron’s property, creating more off-channel habitat on Big Creek, and trying to restore the area where Little and Big Creek have combined into one. Madeline will look into these potential project areas and see if they can be developed into restoration projects. 
C. Fundraising Dinner: Howard Kem suggested that the North Coast Watershed Association host a fundraising dinner. The council discussed hosting a larger-scale event than we have traditionally done in the past; and partnering with community members and local businesses to donate goods and services for a silent auction. This idea will be discussed at the next North Coast Watershed Association board meeting in January. 
IV. Old Business

A. Bud mentioned that he heard the project that he has been collaborating with ODFW on to place large woody debris in Walker Creek may receive OWEB funding. 
V. Good-of-the-Order: 
A. Madeline mentioned that Jim Bergeron was selected to be on the Marine Reserves Community Team as the watershed representative. The purpose of this team is to discuss the various aspects of implementing marine reserves and make final recommendations to ODFW for the purposed marine reserve sites off the Oregon Coast. Jim stated that he was chosen because the team would like to be structured in a similar manner to the watershed councils, and he has considerable experience working with the watershed. When asked how he plans to get input from the watersheds regarding the proposed marine reserves, Jim said that he planned to consult county representatives. However, Jim also said that if he is asked, he will attend the watershed council meetings to get a better understanding of everyone’s position on the marine reserves. 
VI. Adjournment 

