Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

February 11th, 2010
In attendance: Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Jim Bergeron (NWWC), John McKesson (Clatsop SWCD), Rick Deitrichs (ODFW Big Creek Hatchery), Chris Lauman (ODFW Big Creek Hatchery), Joan Dukes, Madeline Dalton (Watershed Council Coordinator)
I. Minutes from the December, 2009 Nicolai-Wickiup WC meeting were reviewed and approved. 
II. Announcements

A. Hampton Affiliates Award for Big Creek: Madeline announced that last week Bud was awarded the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife stewardship award for his work implementing the Big Creek restoration project. This award is given out annually to one individual or organization in each of the four Forestry Department Districts in Oregon. Madeline passed around pictures from the award ceremony. Congratulations to Bud for receiving this well deserved award for his contributions to habitat restoration. 
III. New Business

A. Culvert Replacement Project: Recently, Madeline sent out an email to Nicolai-Wickiup Council members asking if they knew a landowner in the area named Gene Holmes. Mr. Holmes has a culvert on his property that looks as though it may need to be replaced, and at the same time could have restoration potential. Both Jim Bergeron and John McKesson know the landowner. Madeline asked if either of them would be comfortable contacting Mr. Holmes on behalf of the watershed council to see if he is interested in discussing potential opportunities to replace the culvert. Jim offered to speak to the landowner and invite him to our next watershed council meeting in April. Future Project Development: The council discussed which watershed projects we would like to prioritize in the next few years. Projects that were mentioned included enhancing the connection and flow on Mary’s Creek at the slough on Jim Bergeron’s property, creating more off-channel habitat on Big Creek, and trying to restore the area where Little and Big Creek have combined into one. Madeline will look into these potential project areas and see if they can be developed into restoration projects. 
B. Christmas Trees Available: Madeline mentioned to the council that Lee Cain with the Astoria High School Fisheries Program has approximately 100 leftover Christmas trees from the 4-H club fundraiser. If anyone knows of any areas that may benefit from having Christmas trees placed in them for increased habitat complexity and detritus inputs, please let either Madeline or Lee know. Bud said that Lee could contact him directly to see about some potential places in Big Creek. 
C. Breaching Concerns: John McKesson stated that he spoke with Clatsop County commissioners lately regarding concerns about dike breaching projects. John said that he has concerns that breaching will bring pollutants and toxins into areas that didn’t have them before. Madeline addressed his concerns by saying that in her experience with dike breaching projects, the areas that are inundated are generally historic wetlands that would not be negatively affected by pollutants or toxins by reconnecting them to the water body that they are adjacent to. In fact, because wetlands are nature’s filtration systems, in many cases breaches have a positive affect on overall water quality. Furthermore, any dike breaching project requires extensive preliminary analysis and modeling to investigate any potential negative affects that could occur before any construction activities take place. 
D. John also mentioned that the Columbia River Estuary Conference is coming up this May. 

IV. Old Business

A. Project Updates- Kem Project: At the last Nicolai-Wickiup council meeting, Howard Kem spoke to the council about the restoration project that is being developed on his property with the help of NRCS. Howard said that project construction will be phased into 2 years. Unfortunately, they are still about $20k short to cover all of the construction costs. Madeline has explored other potential possibilities to help fund this project’s implementation. Madeline has coordinated with NRCS about potentially utilizing the OWEB log salvage grant to transport donated logs for the project. There is also a riparian restoration grant through DEQ that could help offset costs to some of the costs of replanting the riparian area. Howard is in the process of hiring a contractor to complete construction of the project. Once this is done, we will have a better idea of how we can proceed in helping with this project. 

B. Fundraising Dinner: Another topic mentioned at the last council meeting was the possibility of having this year’s annual gathering be a fundraising dinner to help raise money for the North Coast Watershed Association. The idea included having the event at a local venue and getting donations form local businesses. Although this is a great idea, Madeline had little success persuading members from other councils to participate in a subcommittee to undertake any of the tasks necessary to plan and host such an elaborate event. Madeline said that other events that were mentioned were a paddling tour in one of the watersheds or charter boat tour of the Lower Columbia River. 

V. Good-of-the-Order: 
A. Rick Deitrichs and Chris Lauman are the new staff at the Big Creek Hatchery. The two gave brief descriptions of their backgrounds. We hope that they will both attend future council meetings to give us updates about what is happening at the hatchery. 
B. Bud asked Jim Bergeron to give us an update about the activities regarding the Cape Falcon Marine Reserve Community Team. Jim stated that not much has occurred so far with the committee. At the last meeting they elected two co-chairs for the committee. Jim said that he would make sure to update the council in the future 

VI. Adjournment 

