Skipanon Watershed Council Meeting Minutes
 April 6, 2010  6:00 PM  

Warrenton High School

In attendance: Steve Porter, Norm, Judy, Andy and Marie Kujala, Pat Jensen, Jim Scheller, Peggy Hines, and Bruce Francis.  We noted Madeline’s planned vacation.
Minutes from our March meeting were approved by motion, “to approve with a correction; $65, 000 grant (IV C)” Steve/Pat all.

Announcements:   Columbia River Estuary Conference in Astoria. The conference will be held from 7:30 am- 7 pm on Tuesday and 8:30 am to 4:30 pm on Wednesday.  Madeline will be giving a collaborative presentation with Amy Ammer from CREST about watershed restoration projects.  Day and time of the presentation is TBA.  The conference is scheduled for May 25th and 26th at the Liberty Theater in Astoria. 

Treasury Report:  We assumed no change in our financial situation with no recent expenditures.

Old Business:  After the Kujala family had retied Mr. Bruce Francis, Chair of the Shoreline HOA arrived.  We reviewed the events of 2006 and the grant attempts by the WSC to purchase a weed harvester.  Jim had appealed to the Shoreline HOA for assistance with creating a financial match for those grants.  The letter that accompanied the $619.51 contribution stipulated it was only for the match and harvester purchase and was to be returned if no harvester was purchased by December 31, 2009.  Bruce noted that our two organizations had and will continue to cooperate regarding water quality and other watershed issues.  Mr. Francis addressed rebuilding the Shoreline HOA canal culvert that these funds would be applied to and is seeking further assistance in the form of grants.  We reviewed the efficacy of our previous weed harvesting efforts and agreed that we could not sustain such costs.  We further agreed that the county and state have the authority, responsibility and jurisdiction to address the invasive aquatic weeds while recognizing budgetary considerations.  Our discussion led to a motion; “to refund the Shoreline HOA contribution of $619.51” by Pat/Peggy all.  
We discussed riparian planting possibilities with the Bickmore Farm and Carnahan Park being areas for consideration.  We applauded the cooperative effort by CREST and CSWCD to plant trees at one of the last unshaded pasture/riparian areas of Cullaby Creek. 

Steve gave a brief update of the High School Hatchery grant progress and led a tour of animals in his biology classroom.  Chinchillas anyone?
New Business:  Pat and Jim attended a recent Warrenton Planning Commission meeting urging consideration of wetlands, drainage and cooperative mitigation efforts relative to a planned subdivision on Juniper Rd.  Pat reported prompt and formal action taken by the City of Warrenton Public Works Dept. to address high water levels at Smith Lake.  We suggested special thanks to Nancy Claterbos.  Jim noted a forestry permit is required for cutting timber blown down in the river with Steve recognizing the habitat consideration.  Jim reviewed the 1998 CUMTUX journal that described the history of planned and built canals on Clatsop Plains.  
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jim Scheller, Chair 

