Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

March 2nd, 2010
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Norm and Judy Kujala (property owners), Jim Scheller (Chair), Peggy Hines (Skipanon WC), David Ambrose (Clatsop SWCD), Steve Porter (Warrenton HS), Brian Bigelow (Alder Creek), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the February watershed council meetings were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Upcoming Workshop Opportunities: Madeline announced that there are a couple upcoming workshop opportunities in the area. The first workshop will be on implementing raingardens and is anticipated to occur in May. The second workshop opportunity will address low impact development, specifically as it relates to stormwater run off. This workshop is expected to occur sometime in June. Madeline will keep the council informed when an exact date is announced. 
B. Necanicum Bird Discovery Day: Madeline also announced that the North Coast Land Conservancy is holding a Bird Discovery Day on Saturday March 6th, from 8:45am to 3pm at the Bob Chisholm Community Center. The event will feature bird walks, presentations and other fun activities. 
C. Dave Ambrose announced that there will be a North Coast Weed Management meeting on Wednesday March 31, from 10 am to 12 pm at the OSU extension building in Astoria. The meeting will discuss what organizations from various North Coast counties are doing to treat invasive weeds. 

III.       Treasurer’s Report: Madeline was able to transfer the remaining Pacific Seafoods fine funds from the North Coast Watershed Association bank account into the new Skipanon Watershed Council bank account. The current account balance is $48,794.04. An additional $30k in assets is in a certificate of deposit. Last month, the council discussed whether to cash in the c.d. that had matured or reenroll it for another 6 months. Madeline sought opinions from the council and ultimately decided to reenroll it until September of 2010. 
IV. Old Business
A. Perkins Creek Project Updates: Madeline announced that last month, with the help of an MTC juvenile work crew provided by SWCD, she and Jim were able to replant the Perkins Creek wetland with native slough sedge as well as other beneficial native plants. The slough sedge was salvaged from a neighborhood development site north of Fort Stevens in Warrenton as a donation from the developer. The site revegetation completes the restoration activities at the Perkins Creek project site. 

B. Skipanon Dam Retrofit: Madeline is currently working on an OWEB small grant to help fund this project. She also spoke with a representative from DSL about permitting for this project and found that because the work is considered part of operations and maintenance, it is exempt from requiring a DSL permit. However, all in-water work period regulations will still apply. 
C. Warrenton Fisheries Program: Steve announced that he received the check from the Skipanon Watershed Council for the pH probes. He also mentioned that they are still experiencing problems with cold water disease. Henry applied for a $65 grant to install a new filtration system to help address the problems causing the cold water disease. At first it did not appear that his proposal would be funded, however students from the program went before the review team in support of the filtration system. After hearing their testimonies, it is now possible that they will be awarded the grant after all. The fisheries program also received back their fish mortality data for the past 2 years and found that predation of coho dropped by 8% last year, and 10% for Chinook. 
III. New Business
A. Shoreline Homeowners Association Weed Harvester Money: Last month, Jim received a letter from Janet Packard with the Shoreline Homeowners Association. The letter stated that back in 2006 the Association gave the watershed council $619.50 to purchase a weed harvester. The original donation letter stipulated that if the money was not used to purchase a harvester it would be returned. Due to high purchasing cost and difficulties determining the responsibility for operations and maintenance of such a machine, the watershed council decided not to purchase a weed harvester. Instead, they contracted someone to conduct the weed harvesting for $12,000. The donation from the Association was put toward the contracted services fees. Madeline and Peggy planned to meet with the president of the Homeowners Association to see if they could discuss some kind of compromise since the money has already been spent. 
B. Potential Riparian Planting Site on the Skipanon River: Jim stated that he was able to utilize the MTC juvenile work crew to plant spruce on the Bickmore Farms property. The spruce were left over from the restoration project completed on Jim’s property in 2007. Jim also said that there is a possibility that more riparian planting can be done on his adjacent neighbor’s property.  

IV. Good-of-the-Order- Dave announced that the Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery Plan Team has a final draft for salmon recovery in the Lower Columbia River. The plan was produced to classify threats and limitations to river systems. The plan combines both the Lewis and Clark River and the Skipanon into one area of concern and essentially states that because of the terminal fishery on the North Fork Klaskanine River, this area is not as high of a priority for restoration. 
Pat mentioned that the Clatsop County evaluation of county owned lands is available online on the county’s website. The evaluation appraised the value and condition of the county’s properties and identified opportunities to utilize the properties in ways that would benefit both the county and its residents.  

V. Adjourn 

