Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

December 1st, 2009

6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Norm, Judy, Andrew and Marie Kujala (property owners), Steve Porter (Warrenton High School), Jim Scheller (Chair), Peggy Hines (Skipanon WC),  Shannon Daniels (NRCS), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the November watershed council meetings were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Madeline announced that the North Coast Land Conservancy and Necanicum Watershed Council are sponsoring a program this winter called Listening to the Land. The program involves presentations and related outdoor tours that highlight various aspects of our coastal ecosystem. The events generally occur during the 3rd week of every month at the Seaside public library. Madeline will forward on the email announcements to the council when she receives them so that anyone interested in attending will have the information. 
B. County Recreational Lands: Jim announced that Trout Mountain Forestry has been hired by Clatsop County to develop a park plan for the county owned parks. Trout Mountain completed an inventory of the 800 acres of county park lands, and will now establish a plan of action for Clatsop County to better utilize its recreational park lands. 
C. Salmon Spawning in Cullaby Creek: Jim also stated that he went up on the former Weyerhaeuser property east of Seaside to the areas on Cullaby Creek where council members have sighted salmon in the past. While he was up there, Jim spotted 4 Coho salmon. Several council members planned to go back to the property the following day to see if there are any salmon or salmon carcasses left in the Creek.
D. Steve announced that the Warrenton High School Fisheries program recently acquired 5,000 Coho salmon to go with the Chinook that they are already raising. This year the fisheries tech students will pit tag 3,000 Chinook and 2,000 Coho for their bird predation study. This year will be the 3rd year of the 4 year study. 
III. Treasurer’s Report: Madeline passed out a handout of the current treasurer’s report. Since the November meeting, the CREST financial coordinator has been working with Madeline to better organize the QuickBooks accounts. The handout reflected some of the changes that were made to correct entries that were incorrectly recorded in the past, and were distorting the printed reports. To better exemplify the problem, Madeline had a copy of a previous month’s treasurer’s report to show where the discrepancy had occurred. The current balance for the Pacific Seafoods fine money remains at $65,392.96. However, $40,000 of that balance is in certificates of deposit, and therefore cannot be used until the c.d.s mature. This is different than what was shown on previous reports because when the money was transferred over to the c.d.s, it was recorded as another deposit. Therefore, this money was depicted as money within the bank account as well as in the certificates of deposit. This incorrect entry was what was causing the recent confusion with the budget reports. 
IV. Old Business

A. Perkins Creek Budget Summary and Photos: Madeline passed out a budget summary for the Perkins Creek project. The summary explained what each of the project tasks cost, and where the funding for each of the items came from. The total cost of the project was $186,219. The funders of the project were the Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership/ Bonneville Power Administration, and the Skipanon Watershed Council. Madeline also passed around pictures of the project taken throughout the implementation phase.

B. Plyter Dam Retrofit: Jim passed out a handout with the preliminary cost estimates for the Plyter Dam retrofit project. The initial cost of the project is expected to be approximately $58,000. The potential funding sources for the project include the Skipanon Water Control District Reserve Fund, Skipanon Water Control District General Fund, OWEB small grant funds, and the Skipanon Watershed Council. Based on the cost estimates, Jim proposed that the watershed council contribute $37,000 toward the project. No final decisions were made regarding funding.

C.  Warrenton HS Fisheries Program Water Quality Probes: At the November council meeting, Steve mentioned that the pH sensor on one of their water quality probes was no longer functional. Steve stated that part of the problem with the probe is that the maintenance required for it is very difficult. However, Henry is in the process of obtaining the training needed to repair the probe and bring it back to working order. If assistance is required in the future, Steve will let the council know. 
V. New Business
A. New Development in Warrenton: Pat brought in a newspaper article from the Daily Astorian about a plan to develop land within the Skipanon Watershed. According the article, the Warrenton City Commission held a public hearing on a zone change requested by the mayor of Warrenton’s brother, Rod Gramson. The change would allow him to build a residential development on seven tax lots located on the west side of Juniper Avenue. The proposed development would accommodate 50 to 80 new homes. The zone change was unanimously approved. Because this project is within our watershed, it would be beneficial for the council to monitor the progress of this new development and see if there are any opportunities to suggest construction or landscaping alternatives that would be more beneficial to the health of the watershed. 
VI. Good-of-the-Order- Shannon Daniels from the Natural Resource Conservation Service spoke to the council about partnering with NRCS to try to target funding for projects within the Skipanon Watershed. Our watershed was chosen by NRCS for a Rapid Watershed Assessment. Shannon asked the council for feedback on watershed issues that we would like to focus project funding on. Potential areas of concern for the watershed include salmon habitat and passage, invasive plant species and noxious weeds, water quality issues such as dissolved oxygen, temperature, turbidity and organics, and lack of shade cover and large woody debris. NRCS is restricted to working with agricultural land owners, which limits many of the potential project sites within the watershed, however, it was suggested that we explore working with some of the cranberry producers within the Skipanon Watershed to see if there is a potential to implement conservation activities on their properties. 
VII.  Adjourn 

