Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

January 5th, 2010
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Norm, Judy, Andrew and Marie Kujala (property owners), Steve Porter (Warrenton High School), Jim Scheller (Chair), Peggy Hines (Skipanon WC),  Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the December watershed council meetings were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Perkins Creek Plantings and LWD: On December 22nd, Jim, Micah Russell the director of CREST, and Madeline went out to the Perkins Creek site with Michele Long from ODFW and moved a couple of the large woody debris placements that had shifted during the storms earlier in the year. While they were at the site, Jim spotted a large cutthroat trout carcass. The trout appeared to have been killed by puncture wounds from a raptor. CREST biologist April Silva did a gut content analysis on the fish and discovered that, although her gut was empty, she was completely full of eggs. It is likely that the fish was in the process of building a red when she was attacked. Although it is unfortunate that she was not able to successfully spawn, it is very excited to see firsthand evidence that our restoration site is being used by one of our target species. The trout carcass was returned back to the site following the gut content analysis. Madeline passed around pictures of both the restoration site and the cutthroat carcass for everyone to see.
B. Skipanon Dam Structure Tour Recap: On December 17th, Jim took Dave Dishman, the NRCS state conservationist on a tour of the Skipanon Watershed, and Madeline met up with them at the Cullaby Lake dam. NRCS has chosen the Skipanon Watershed as a Rapid Assessment Watershed. Jim spoke with Dave Dishman about this, and what it means for our watershed. 

The rapid assessment  is a program designed to focus on areas where NRCS program funding can best be concentrated. 
C. Free Manure Composting Conference: Madeline announced that Clatsop SWCD is hosting a Manure Composting Conference on Wednesday January 20th, at 1 pm at the Pacific Grange. 
D. Jim announced that there was recently an editorial in the Daily Astorian about gaining local control of small parcels of forested areas from the Campbell Group. The watershed council is interested in working with the Campbell Group in the future on potential restoration projects or land purchases. Madeline has spoken with Mark Morgans from Campbell Group and they are very interested in having a presence in the local watershed councils. 

E. Jim also mentioned that he read an article in the paper about an Astoria resident who was caught dumping trash into a pond on Hampton Affiliates property near Knappa. Authorities identified the man through an overdue garbage bill that was found in the trash on the site. The man was charged with offensive littering within 100 feet of a waterway.  
III. Treasurer’s Report: Last month, Madeline passed out handouts indicating the corrections that had been made to the watershed bank account to correct misentries. The confusion about the correct account balance was traced back to a double entry that was made in 2008 when $40,000 of the Pacific Seafoods fine money was put into certificates of deposit. The current balance for the fine money remains at $65,392.66. However, $40k of that money is tied up in cds. Therefore, the NCWA checking account contains $25,392.66 of Pacific Seafoods fine money that is dedicated exclusively for projects in the Skipanon Watershed. 
Madeline announced that the certificate of deposit for $10k came to maturity on January 2nd , 2010.  The council has 10 days to decide what we would like to do with the money before it is automatically reenrolled in a cd for another 13 months. The council decided to take the money out of the cd and put it into an account so that it will be available for upcoming projects. Madeline said that she would contact the bank about taking the money out of the cd and depositing it into a new account that will be separate from the other funds that are for the North Coast Watershed Association as a whole. 
IV. Old Business

A. Plyter Dam Retrofit: Madeline stated that she took the construction budget information that Jim provided last month for this project and added the estimated project management and administrative fees. The total estimated project cost that she  deduced was $64,680. Also, Michele Long from ODFW said that she would be interested in providing any input that she could on this project.


B.  Warrenton HS Fisheries Program Water Quality Probes: At the past 2 meetings, the watershed council discussed the Warrenton High School Fisheries Program’s need for a  pH probe to replace one that is no longer functional. The watershed council offered to help replace the probe if necessary. Unfortunately, the fisheries program does not have the $454 to replace the probe. Steve asked if the council would be willing to buy the probe with Pacific Seafoods fine money. Because this monitoring program provides not only baseline data for the watershed, but also data that has been used for restoration projects, the council voted to purchase the pH sensor. Madeline will write out a check and send it to the school as soon as possible. 
V. New Business
A. Jim stated that he spoke with Mayor Gramson of Warrenton and let him know that we are interested in the proposed housing development that has been in the news lately. He also said that we would like to ensure that the drainage of Wild Ace and Shag Lakes are maintained. Jim said that Mayor Gramson was understanding of our concerns. 
VI. Good-of-the-Order- Steve announced that Henry is going for a $64k grant to help update their system. The new system would combine UV light with several filters in order to kill the bacteria that is currently in the water causing the fish to succumb to cold water disease. Cold water disease is a kidney disease that has already killed off 4,000 of the program’s fish this year. 
VII. Adjourn 

