Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

January 5th, 2010
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Norm, Judy, and Andrew Kujala (property owners), Jim Scheller (Chair), Brian Bigelow (Alder Creek), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the January watershed council meetings were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Future Tidal Energy Facility: Madeline announced that she has heard that there are plans for a future tidal energy facility off the Skipanon Peninsula. Although specific details about this project are not known, Madeline would like to try to get someone involved with the project to come and speak to the watershed council. 
B. Possibility of Additional State Funding for Restoration Projects: Madeline announced that she was contacted last week by Brett Foster from the Attorney General’s office about potential funding for a “Healthy Streams Initiative”. Madeline sent in a brief summary of the projects that are currently in the planning stages within the watersheds of the North Coast Watershed Association. The Attorney General plans to take that information provided along with that of several other agencies around the state and create a formal proposal for Senator Jeff Merkley. Madeline will inform the council if she hears any additional information about the initiative proposal. 
C. Jim announced that there is currently lobbying in the state to retain lottery income funding for natural resource programs such as support of watershed councils. We will discuss the issue again in the future when a decision is made.
Treasurer’s Report: Last month, Madeline and Jim went to US Bank and opened a separate checking account for the money associated with the Skipanon Watershed Council from the Pacific Seafoods fine dollars. The current total for the Skipanon Watershed Council account is $78,799.04. Since last month’s meeting, there have been several account transactions processed for the watershed council. The transactions include a $20,000 deposit for this year’s Pacific Seafoods annual fine contribution, deposit of the $10,000 certificate of deposit that matured in January, payments for the amount of $26,303.08 for the Perkins Creek project, and finally a payment of $454 to Warrenton High School’s fishery program for a new pH probe. Although this is the total amount of funding that is available to the Skipanon Watershed Council, $30,326.33 of that amount is in the new account, $30,000 is still in a certificate of deposit, and $18,472.71 remains in the North Coast Watershed Association bank account because Madeline cannot transfer the funds over until we have the third signer on the account come and approve of the transaction. As soon as the signer is available to come to Astoria and sign, Madeline will transfer over the funds. 
III. Old Business

A. Perkins Creek Project Updates: Madeline announced that last month, she went out to the project site with Jim and Michele Long from ODFW to install collected Christmas trees in the stream. The purpose of the trees was to create additional habitat for fish, as well as increase the amount of macro detritus in the stream system and help divert water toward the main stream channel. Madeline has checked on the site since the Christmas tree installation, and everything looks great. The project seems to be doing exactly what we had intended it to do.  

IV. New Business
A. Fundraising Dinner: Madeline mentioned that at one of the other NCWA watershed council meetings, the idea was raised about having this year’s annual gathering event be a fundraising dinner. So far, the feedback from other council members has been mixed. It has been difficult to incite participation for a subcommittee to assist with the planning of a larger scale event. Madeline asked the Skipanon Watershed Council if anyone would has any ideas or suggestions for such an event. Discussion was held on various ideas for modifying the annual gathering. 
V. Good-of-the-Order- Jim announced that a large rock was dropped on the gate of the 8th Street dam. The gate incurred significant damage and was no longer functional. The Skipanon Water Control District replaced the damaged gate at a cost of $7,600. Based on the evidence at the site, it is believed that the rock was purposefully dropped on the gate as an act of vandalism. The city of Warrenton has been experiencing increased vandalism recently, and it is possible that the damage to the 8th Street dam is connected with the vandalism occurring on other public property. 
VI. Adjourn 

