Youngs Bay Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes 1/28/2010
In attendance: Lee Cain (Astoria High School), Mike Seppa (YBWC/ CSWCD), Tim Roth (Astoria High School), Lori Agalzoff (OSU), Matt Purdy (Campbell Group), Sharnelle Fee (Wildlife Center of the NC) Carla Cole (NPS), Tom Scoggins (Rainland Flycasters), Glenn Ahrens (OSU Extension), Madeline Dalton (WC Coordinator). 
I. Introductions were made around the room

II. Minutes from the November council meeting were reviewed and approved
III. Announcements
a. Surf Rider Presentation: Tim Roth gave a presentation on the Surf Rider Foundation and the work that they do monitoring waters quality in the area. The Surfrider Foundation funds a program called the Blue Water Taskforce that supplies reagents and equipment at the Astoria High School Applied Science Center. Volunteer water quality monitors bring their water samples to the high school, and students analyze the samples for bacteria. The water quality data collected through the program is saved on a national database for Oregon beaches and can be accessed at surfrider.org. Surfrider is interested in partnering with other local agencies and volunteers to collect water quality samples in other areas throughout Clatsop County and on the North Coast. 
b. Carcass Placement Video: Lee showed the council a 10 minute video of a salmon carcass placement on the Walluski River. His high school students participated in the activity as part of a carcass nutrient segment last year. 

c. ODF Changes to Forest Management Plan in Clatsop County: Earlier this evening, ODF held a public meeting about the proposed changes to their forest management plan. Several members of the council attended the meeting and stated that the most notable changes to the plan will be that ODF will be reducing the number of old growth stands from 50% to 30%. They found that the model they had been using had never produced the yields that they had intended, and therefore the management plan had to be modified. Also, ODF will no longer be working with USFWS on a wildlife management plan. 

IV. Old Business 

a. Project updates
1. Otter Point:  Since the last meeting, NCWA and CREST have been able to secure funding to complete the project designs for the Otter Point project. Funding for design will come from USFWS, NOAA/ LCREP, and NPS. We have hired Henderson Land Services to complete the final designs which will include construction drawings and specifications for a 2 phase design approach. Madeline will be seeking more grant funding for the project construction in the upcoming months.
b. Loukas Lane Culvert Replacement: Last council meeting, Madeline mentioned that she was contacted by a landowner who had a failing culvert on Abercrombie Creek, a tributary to the Lewis & Clark River. Madeline visited the site with ODFW, NRCS, and SWCD to see about potential programs available to help the landowner replace the culvert and facilitate better passage for salmon. NRCS will survey the site and provide a recommendation for culvert size and specifications. 
V. New Business 

a. Fundraising Dinner: Madeline mentioned that the idea of having this year’s annual event be a fundraising dinner was brought up at another watershed council meeting. Madeline asked the council if anyone would like to participate in planning such an event, or if anyone has any suggestions for a similar event. Suggestions that were made included the possibility of having a paddle trip on the Walluski River, followed by a barbeque sometime in the late summer. 
VI. Good-of-the Order 
a. Lee announced that the ODFW fish permit that he applied for this year was denied. The Astoria High School Fisheries Tech program will not get the fish take permits that they have gotten in past years.  
VII. Adjournment
