Ecola Creek Watershed Council meeting minutes for February 20, 2012

prepared by Mike Manzulli and Bob Lundy

Present:

Bob Lundy, Nadia Gardner, John Mersereau, Tom Merrell, Mike Manzulli, Leslie Ryan, Barbara Linnett, Charles Dice 

A quorum had not yet read minutes before meeting and we said we would approve at end of meeting, which did not happen.

It was noted that a planning workshop was to be held in Warrenton on 2/29 from 4:00 to 6:30. [Bob Lundy attended.]

Mike discussed meeting with Ecola Bible School volunteer coordinator Korrie Kerber. They will assist us on April 16 Elk Flats work party. Unfortunately, they will be on Spring Break for No Ivy Day, and finished for summer by Broombusters on May 19. Group decided they would like minutes in front of them, provided by coordinator. These could

be printed on already used paper (back side).

Jesse's Elk Flats update (via email): “I have been to the site a couple of times since our last meeting. I looked for original photo-points and cleaned up the trash on both sides of the berm. I took photos. I cleaned up the materials and placed them at the south end of the site inside of the perimeter fence Mike and I set up after the initial planting. We've got some additional plants for this site (silver weed plugs, grass seeds, more...) and we'll plant soon (date proposed on tonight's agenda). The plants on site all look good so far, the berm is holding well, the banks look excellent; this I included in the Project Completion Report for Elk Flats I wrote and sent in. Next step, monitoring. CREST and I have been working on their schedule. I'll send this info out to all of you soon.”

Jesse mailed out LWI notice herself. County originally told us they would mail notice. DSL said it was County's job because they had jurisdiction. When discovered that County did not initiate LWI process, DSL changed their mind and County decided not to assist. ECWC disappointed with County's failure to assist, but hopeful that we can work together with County to get LWI adopted by County.

Calendar of Events:

No Ivy Day with Trail group, focusing on ivy and holly, 3/17. We will focus on the area near101 between 2nd St and Sunset. Nadia will do a press release and poster.

Next meeting 3/19 at Tolovana Hall

We will participate in 12 Days of Earth Day Elk Flats planting (10:00 to 1:00 on 4/14), meet at the kiosk on the Trail

Our Broombuster 5/21, meet at Les Shirley Park

Full meeting 6/18. Tom may lead a tour in Arch Cape.

Forest Reserve Update:

There is disagreement about removing a berm east of the water treatment plant. There are overflowing culverts and an emergent marsh that has become a kind of habitat that is not otherwise present in the EC Forest Reserve. It is silting up, moving toward becoming a scrub/shrub marsh, and in time forest.

Jesse's WQ update via email: “Regarding monitoring, soon you'll be meeting Mr. Randy Bayliss, who I first met at a Nature Matters event (the first one). He is a retired chemical engineer who worked with DEQ for 16 years. He's got a lot of monitoring experience under his belt and will be providing our WQ program with tech support and hopefully come to the meetings. He'll be working with our current WQ team, who have been notified of his involvement. We'll have a meeting within the next two weeks (Randy, Bob, Jenee and I). The camera will be happening a lot on the Elk Flats site to provide some match we need with our Monitoring Grant from OWEB. I'll provide the budget for the monitoring grant at our next council mtg.”
Jesse update via email: “I met with Betsy Johnson for a few minutes in Salem recently. Our brief meeting revealed that she needs proof that watershed councils are contributing to incomes and revenues in rural northwest Oregon (coast). The proof is in a 2010 Ecosystem Workforce report by Moseley but Betsy needs the information in a more readable less bulky way. I'll get to her. Tillamook, Nestucca, Necanicum information will all be provided. More soon...”
Mike provided a brief update on State's Territorial Sea Plan/Wave Energy issues.

The county has given up on trying to zone any of the ocean. The state is engaging more with the counties, which do have authority over landings. There are lots of potentially competing/cooperating authorities.

The Oregon senate [and since also the house] passed the Marine Reserves bill. In two years there will be three more reserves, including the one off Oswald West Park.
