Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

August 13th, 2009
In attendance: Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Jim Bergeron (NWWC), John McKesson (CSWCD), Garth Gale (ODFW),  Madeline Dalton (Watershed Council Coordinator)
I. Introductions
II. Minutes from the June Nicolai-Wickiup WC meeting were approved. 
III. Announcements

A. Invasive Plant Watch Training: Madeline announced that on Wednesday August 19th, 2009 from 10am to 12pm at Lewis and Clark National Park, Clatsop SWCD, OSU Extension, and the National Park Service will be hosting an invasive species watch training. The focus of this workshop is educating citizens about invasive species that have not yet been sighted or documented here in Clatsop County, but are a threat because of their presence in nearby areas. The workshop will train participants to identify these invasive plants, and inform them of where to report sightings if they discover invasives in Clatsop County. 
B. Hydrology Workshop: Madeline also announced that Clatsop SWCD is hosting another workshop called “Working With Rivers” on September 1st, 2009 from 5:30- 8:00 pm at the Netel Grange. This workshop will be for landowners interested in learning about river behaviors and what opportunities are available for restoration or protection from erosion and other stream related problems. The event will include presentations from Janine Castro, the US Fish and Wildlife geomorphologist, Joy Vaughn from Department of State Lands, Dave Ambrose from Clatsop SWCD, and Micah Russell from CREST. After the speaker series there will be a site visit of a riparian restoration project. 
C. Bud announced that during his last rafting trip, the Idaho Department of Agriculture had a truck station set up to stop boaters and check for invasive mussels. 

IV. New Business

A. Gnat Creek Hatchery Outdoor Education Building: Garth Gale, manager of the Gnat Creek Hatchery spoke to the council about the hatchery’s newly constructed outdoor education building. The hatchery received $31,000 for construction of the building, as well as $10,000 from the Vittles Vendor fish feeding machines. Currently there is only about $3,000 remaining to finish construction. Garth has to choose whether to use the remaining funds for a concrete pad on the floor of the building, or to put up walls. The long-term vision for the building is for it to be an interpretive center for local history. He asked the council for ideas on how to accomplish this goal. Jim suggested that Garth use the remaining funds to install the concrete floor, and then look for alternate funding for the walls. John suggested that they check to see if the hatchery could get funding from the county to construct walls. The hatchery is the emergency evacuation area for that part of the county, and the education building could be an emergency services assembly shelter if needed. It was also suggested that they look into applying for LCREP educational grants that are available. Bud said that he could donate some red cedar trees to help construct the walls, and that Hampton could also help with some educational materials. John proposed having information in the building about where pollution comes from, invasive species identification, and the dynamics of a watershed. Jim suggested partnering with the local high schools to create educational displays. 
V. Old Business

A. Project updates
1. Big Creek Restoration: The enhancement project at Big Creek has been completed. The creek was restored to its historic channel, and a plug was created across the straightened channel with the velocity barrier. For our next Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council meeting in October, we will be taking a tour of the project site.
VI. Good-of-the-Order: 
A. Bud mentioned that he met with Phil Simpson from ODFW about doing a large woody debris project on Walker Creek. The feedback from Phil was positive. The project should only require a Forest Practices permit to complete. 

B. John spoke to the council about the Aldridge Point slide, and what could be done to compensate the local economy when property owners take spoils from the railroad site and, in effect, save them hauling and disposal costs. Bud said that he could calculate the cost of hauling the spoil material if he knows what the distance is so that we could quantitatively show the savings that local landowners are providing. John also talked about permit stacking, and how we are in the process of getting a pictorial map of the restoration projects that CREST, SWCD, and the Watershed Association have completed through OWEB. John hopes that this map can be used to show the cumulative restoration work that we have done throughout the Lower Columbia estuarine system and alleviate some of the time delays that occur every time we apply for restoration permits. 
VII. Adjournment 

