Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

June 12, 2008

In attendance: Jim Bergeron (landowner), Charley Moyer (Weyerhaeuser Co.), Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Lori Lilly (Watershed Council Coordinator), Teresa Delorenzo (landowner), Phil Simpson (ODFW), Marcy Dunning (landowner), Steve Meshke (Clatsop County)
I. Introductions

II. Announcements

A. Lori is seeking an Americorps volunteer to serve as an Education and Outreach Coordinator for councils.  A small stipend, educational award and mileage reimbursement are provided.  Visit the North Coast Watershed Association web-site for an application: www.clatsopwatersheds.org.

B. A free stream and lake-side gardening workshop will be held on 6/21/2008 from 10 AM to 1 PM at the Warrenton High School.  The goal is educating the public on how to reduce nutrient inputs into water bodies through composting, invasive species management, reducing soil erosion and riparian tree care.  RSVP to Lori.  Sponsors of the event are: OSU Extension, Department of Land Conservation & Development, North Coast Watershed Association and Clatsop Soil and Water Conservation District.
C. The Lughnasa Festival, a traditional Irish first harvest festival, will be celebrated on 7/26/2008 from 10-4 PM at the Blue Scorcher Café in Astoria.  There will be a benefit for non-profits, to include the North Coast Watershed Association.  Contact Lori for more info or to volunteer to run the watershed council booth for a portion of the festival.
D. Teresa reported that grants are available from OWEB for a variety of habitat and water quality enhancement projects. Recently, the small grant team that includes the Nic-Wic Watershed has approved several grants for horse manure management.
III. April meeting minutes were approved.  
IV. Old Business

A. Project updates

1. Big Creek Restoration Project – Request for bids is out and available on the CREST web-site (www.columbiaestuary.org).  LCREP funding has been secured and will supply additional construction money as well as funding for follow-up telemetry work.
2. Nicolai-Wickiup Habitat Assessment – Field work is nearly complete.  Todd will have a draft of the assessment to the council by September and present to the council at the October meeting.
3. Warren Slough – Ron Rehn, ODFW, looked at the tide gates and found one of them to be non-functional and both to be in disrepair.  Repairs will be made after the breach is fixed.  The Corps will be permitting the railroad to fix the dike and railroad grade.  Land trusts have not followed up with the landowners due to the short timeline involved in the repairs as well as the fact that the appraised value of the land now may not be as great for the landowners as after the dike is fixed.
V. New Business

A. Watershed council self-evaluations were handed out and will be collected at the next meeting.
VI. Good-of-the-Order: Nothing reported

VII. Adjournment for field trip to Big Creek Restoration sites.

