Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

December 11, 2008

In attendance: Jim Bergeron (landowner), Charley Moyer (Weyerhaeuser Co.), Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Lori Lilly (Watershed Council Coordinator), Garth Gale (ODFW) 
I. Introductions
II. Announcements

1. Native Edible Landscape kick-off event to be held on 12/15/2008, 9 AM, Hope Community Garden (33rd and Grand).  The event kicks off a native plant plot at Astoria Community Gardens.  The Daily A is expected to cover the event, which is a collaborative effort between the watershed councils, Clatsop Leadership Forum, MTC Works, National Park Service and the Community Garden Association.  The plot’s theme is native edibles.   
III. New Business

A. Nicolai-Wickiup Habitat Assessment – what next?  The council agreed to review the document in more detail for the next meeting.  Bud suggested tackling the barriers first through a prioritized process.  Lori mentioned that with the OWEB log salvage grant, it may be possible to salvage logs from a landowner on Mary’s Creek that had called after the December storm.  Lori will work with the ODFW restoration biologist to prioritize nearby sites from Todd’s assessment to place the wood.  Jim mentioned that the property could be accessed from his property or Joan Duke’s property.

B. OWEB conference – Take Home messages:  Lori discussed some of the take-home messages that were relevant to the Nic-Wick council, including potential partnerships with ODOT.  Lori will try to initiate a conversation with ODOT about possibilities.  Highway 30 bisects the Nic-Wick watershed and the council may be able to assist ODOT with mitigation or at least let them know about the Habitat Assessment that they could potentially implement. 

IV. Old Business

A. Project updates
1. Big Creek Restoration: Bud said that work is proceeding at the Big Creek Restoration site.  The bridges should be installed in February/March.  Bud is also planning some wood placement activity around mile 6.5-7 with 5-7 logs (3.5-4’ in diameter at the butt end) at each of two different locations.  Bud, Lori and Harry (Big Creek project manager) met with Amy from US Fish & Wildlife Service on-site about 3 weeks previous.  Amy was pleased with the project progress.  The group discussed a potential alcove project just downstream that Amy may be able to help with via surveying/engineering funding.  The council discussed doing some planting across from the County Park on Margaret Weber’s property.  Bud said that he would discuss it with her.
B. Council self-evaluation discussion:  The council discussed the results of the council self-evaluations.  They discussed the need for new member orientation materials and outreach to the community.  They discussed the possibility of meeting Svensen to see if more people would show and also having a water-related event this summer.
V. Good-of-the-Order: The council discussed staff cuts that are planned for the Big Creek Hatchery.  The also said that the hatchery has passed 230+ coho so far this season.
VI. Adjournment 

