Nicolai-Wickiup Watershed Council Meeting Minutes

August 14, 2008

In attendance: Jim Bergeron (landowner), Charley Moyer (Weyerhaeuser Co.), Bud Henderson (Hampton Affiliates), Lori Lilly (Watershed Council Coordinator), Roger Warren (ODFW), Veronica Smith (citizen), Becky Read (Clatsop Community College)
I. Introductions

II. Announcements

A. Upcoming council meeting speakers
1. October’s meeting will host Todd Boswell and his report on the Nicolai-Wickiup Habitat Assessment.

2. December’s meeting will host Mike Patterson and his research in the Gnat Creek watershed on Cope’s Giant salamander.
III. June meeting minutes were approved.  
IV. Old Business

A. Project updates

1. Big Creek Restoration Project – Revised final designs are in hand.  Additional money has been received for the project from BPA.  Contract will be signed in the coming week with the construction contractor.  Construction is expected to take 8-10 weeks.  An in-water work window extension is in process with ODFW.
2. Native Plant Nursery – The National Park Service/Ft. Clatsop is interested in partnering with the North Coast Watershed Association in the establishment of a native plant nursery on park property.  Lori also spoke with the North Coast Youth Correctional Facility and they are also excited about the prospects of growing out plants for restoration.  A plot at one of Astoria’s Community Gardens is being established to grow native plants to sell and benefit the non-profit NCWA.
V. New Business

A. Leadership Forum – Clatsop Community College is developing a new model for its Leadership Forum.  The program has three components: professional development, engaging the community sector and service learning.  The program targets emerging leaders and lasts for 9 months for 1 day/month.  The watershed councils may be able to benefit from the service learning component of the program; teams of 5 students will work directly with organizations on a service learning project.

B. Gnat Creek Outdoor Classroom – The Gnat Creek Hatchery has become a statewide model for outreach at hatcheries within ODFW.  Roger shared design plans for the Outdoor Classroom.  More money is still needed to complete the project.  The classroom will be able to hold 2-3 busloads of kids, will have electricity for presentations, will be able to be closed off during the winter months and may, eventually, have a fireplace.
C. Watershed council self-evaluations were filled out.  To be discussed at the next meeting.
VI. Good-of-the-Order: Nothing reported

VII. Adjournment for field trip to Big Creek Restoration sites.

