Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

November 3rd, 2009

6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Norm, Judy, Andrew and Marie Kujala (property owners), Steve Porter (Warrenton High School), Jim Scheller (Chair), Peggy Hines, Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the August and September watershed council meetings were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Smith Lake Tour: Pat announced that on October 22nd, he and Madeline met with Rob Emmanuel from OSU extension, and Chad Cook visiting from the University of Wisconsin- Oshkosh, at Smith Lake to discuss some of the problems with invasive plants that the lake is experiencing, and follow up on any restoration activities that have occurred since the workshop that NCWA and OSU extension hosted last year. They also visited the county park on Smith Lake and the Perkins Creek project site. 
B. Warrenton High School Fisheries Program: Steve announced that the Warrenton High School fisheries class has 20,000 Tule Chinook salmon that they are planning to release later this year. The Tules tend to have a higher survival rate in the warmer water at the high school than other salmon varieties. Also, Steve will meet later this month with the Salmon and Trout Enhancement Board to see about the possibility of raising Chum salmon in addition to the Coho and Chinook salmon that the high school fisheries program raises now. 
C. Pat also announced that he met with Jay Flint from Shorebank Enterprise about the possibility of obtaining funding to install interpretive signs at Smith Lake about the history of Solomon Smith and the influence that he had on the area. Jay informed him that there are no funding programs to apply for through Shorebank at this time; however there will be public meetings in the future about the community development funds that Shorebank will have available through their heritage fund. 

III. Treasurer’s Report: The account balance for the Pacific Seafoods fine money remains at $65,392.96. However, funds have been encumbered for various projects. At previous council meetings, $6,000 was encumbered for the Perkins Creek project to cover additional construction costs that arose during the implementation phase. Also, $6,000 was encumbered to cover conceptual design plans for a project on the Bickmore Farms property. Additionally, the council agreed to contribute money to help fund a retrofit project for the Plyter dam structure. 

IV. Old Business

A. Perkins Creek: Construction for the Perkins Creek project has been completed. However, the final engineering costs came out to be $303.08 more than anticipated. Madeline asked if the Skipanon Watershed Council would be willing to increase the amount of Pacific Seafoods fine money that we are contributing for the construction phase of the project to cover the additional engineering costs. Steve motioned to accept increasing the funding for Perkins Creek to $6,303.08. Both Norm and Pat seconded the motion. The motion passed with the council. 


Now that the construction phase of the Perkins Creek project is finished, we can focus on replanting the adjacent wetland to enhance the habitat value of the entire project area. Madeline is planning to utilize DEQ 319 money to purchase wetland plugs and other plant materials for revegetating the area. Madeline would also like to assemble a volunteer work party to do some of the site planting. Steve mentioned that he will likely be able to get WHS students to do some of the site planting. Because the wetland area is inundated with water through much of the winter months, planting will likely begin in March or April. 

B. Plyter Dam Retrofit: The council discussed the retrofit project on the Plyter dam structure. Jim stated that at the last Skipanon Water Control District meeting they agreed to have the watershed council and CREST manage the project. The district also agreed to contribute at least $10,000 toward the total construction costs of the project. The council discussed other funding possibilities and decided that we will apply for an OWEB small grant for $10,000. Taking into account the contributions from the water control district and an OWEB small grant, there would still be a balance of $30- 40K to cover the entire project costs based on the construction estimates provided by NRCS. The council chose to postpone making a final decision on a contribution amount toward the project until after we can review a spreadsheet of costs and contributions from the Skipanon Water Control District. 
V. New Business
A. New Council Member: Jim Scheller nominated Peggy Hines as a council member of the Skipanon Watershed Council. Peggy accepted the nomination. Pat seconded Jim’s motion and the council accepted Peggy as a new council member of the Skipanon Watershed Council. Welcome Peggy! 
VI. Good-of-the-Order- Nothing to report 

VII. VII. Adjourn 

