Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

August 4th, 2009

6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Norm, Judy, Andrew and Marie Kujala (property owners), Steve Porter (Warrenton High School), Jim Scheller (Chair), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the July watershed council meeting were reviewed and approved. 
II. Announcements

A. Sensitive Species Sited in the Skipanon River: Jim announced that two weeks ago, while cleaning invasive weeds out of the Skipanon at his property, he came across a rusty bucket with a juvenile Pacific Lamprey inside. The Pacific Lamprey is listed as a sensitive species in Oregon, and a federal species of concern. Although the biology and habitat needs of lamprey are not well known, lampreys do have similar spawning habits as salmon, and siting one in the Skipanon is exciting news.  
B. Invasive Species Watch Training Workshop: On Wednesday August 19th, 2009 from 10am to 12pm, Clatsop SWCD, OSU, and the National Park Service at Fort Clatsop will be hosting an invasive species watch training. The focus of this workshop is educating citizens about invasive species that have not yet been sited here in Clatsop County, but are a threat because of their presence in nearby areas. The workshop will train participants to identify these potential invasive plants. It will also inform the attendees about what to do if they discover them in Clatsop County. 
III. Treasurer’s Report: There have been no changes to the bank account in regards to the Pacific Seafoods fine dollars. The balance remains at $65,392.96. However, $6,000 was encumbered for conceptual design work of the Bickmore Farms project at the July watershed council meeting. Also, the certificate of deposit that was discussed at the July meeting was rolled over for another 6 months. The current balance does not reflect the interest earned on this c.d. during the previous 6 month cycle. Madeline does not intend change the balance to reflect the interest earned until the c.d. money is taken out. Pat moved to approve the treasurer’s report; Steve seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
IV. Old Business

A. Perkins Creek: We are all set to go ahead with construction on the Perkins Creek project once the permits are obtained. The contract with Lindstrom & Son has been signed, and they are ready to begin work at the site as soon as we have permission from Army Corps of Engineers and Department of State Lands. Madeline is hoping to get permitting approval by next week. 

B. Bickmore Farms Project Proposal: Madeline passed around copies of the project proposal that was sent to Bryan Bickmore describing the scope of restoration work that we are interested in doing on his property. Madeline plans to contact Mr. Bickmore later this week to schedule a meeting to discuss the specific details of the project and how to proceed. 


C. Jim asked about the project idea that he and Lori Lilly had presented the City of Warrenton Commissioners last year. The project involved installing a USGS flow monitor on the Lewis & Clark River at the Warrenton dam to monitor the volume of water available from the river before the withdrawl point for the city of Warrenton. The objective of the project was to collect water volume data to determine how much water the Lewis and Clark has available so that the City of Warrenton can utilize the data in making wise growth decisions in the future so as not to exceed their water capacity. Unfortunately, the spring OWEB grant application cycle did not include monitoring grants. Therefore, this project has been put on hold until another source of funding can be applied for. 
V. New Business
A. North Coast Watershed Association Annual Gathering: At the July NCWA board meeting, it was decided that this year’s Annual Gathering will take place on Saturday September 19th from 2pm to 6pm. The event will be held at the Lewis & Clark National Park. Activities for the gathering will include an interpretive hike, fish seining or trap netting demonstration, tour of the proposed Otter Point project site, and a potluck dinner in the Netul Room. All watershed council members are encouraged to attend. 

B. Jim mentioned that Curtis Roegner from NOAA has expressed interest in looking at the tidegates at Alder and Tansy Creek. Jim and Madeline plan to meet with Curtis to look at the tidegates during low tide this Friday August 7th at 9am. Anyone who is interested in coming along to see the tidegates is welcome to meet us at the turnaround at the north end of 13th Ave. in Warrenton at 9am on Friday. 
C. Jim also stated to the group that he has received design documents back from NRCS for retrofitting the Plyter water control structure on the Skipanon River. Currently, this structure does not have a mechanism to control the flow of water. The dam consists of boards that have to be put in or taken out completely to control the flow of water. This method requires a lot of guess work, and often leads to conditions that do not allow enough water flow for fish to pass through the fish ladder a the side of the dam. The cost estimate that NRCS provided for retrofitting the structure was $50,000. Jim asked the watershed council if they would be willing to contribute Pacific Seafoods fine money to help fund the project. Implementing the dam retrofit would benefit fish passage and water quality on the Skipanon River. Furthermore, it is the last of the 3 water control structures on the Skipanon that needs to be updated. Steve moved that the Skipanon Watershed Council contribute to the project on the condition that Jim and Madeline seek other funding for the project as well. Pat seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
VI. Good-of-the-Order- Pat asked if anyone knows what they plan to do about water flow and mitigation for the new Costco facility that is being built in Warrenton off of Highway 101. Jim answered that he had been out to the site and spoken with the project planners about that very issue, but he had not received any definite answers about drainage. The project plans available to the public indicate the creation of lagoons and swales for water drainage at the site. However, it is unlikely that these areas will collect all of the water coming off of the impervious surfaces of the new facility. 

VII. VII. Adjourn 

