Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

July 7th, 2009

6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Judy and Norm Kujala (landowners), Henry Hoffman (Property Owner), Jim Scheller (Chair), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. The meeting minutes from both May and June were reviewed and approved. 
II. Announcements

A. Several weeks ago, Lee Cain, from Astoria High School learned that due to budget cuts within the district, his Fisheries Technologies class is being cancelled. This class has been a great asset to the community, not only by getting students interested in natural resources, but also by supplementing restoration work done by CREST and the watershed association with fish survey data that they have collected, and helping with restoration projects through monitoring and riparian planting. When the news was originally announced, Madeline sent out an email to all of the watershed councils asking them to please consider writing letters and attending the school board meeting on July 9th. However, since that time, we’ve learned that there is a strong possibility that Lee may receive a Restoration and Enhancement grant through Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to support the class. Although, we will not know for certain whether they will be awarded the grant until September 4th, it would be best to hold all correspondence with the school board until we have a better idea of what is happening with the grant. 
III. Treasurer’s Report: There still have not been any new transactions for the account since the last meeting on June 2nd. The current balance in the account is $65,392.96. However, our $30, 000 c.d. has come to maturation. The current total is now $30, 475.92. Since we have no immediate need for the funds, we have the option to leave the money in a c.d. for another 6 months. The new maturation date would then be February 2nd, 2009. Pat moved to leave the money in a c.d. Norm seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 

IV. Old Business

A. Perkins Creek- We have chosen a contractor for the project. Lindstrom & Son Construction was hired based on a combination of the bid amount, work experience, and references. Madeline passed around the scoring sheet used by CREST and the North Coast Watershed Association to select contractors so that everyone has an idea of the different criteria that are considered in the selection process. We are still awaiting the final approval for our permits, but we hope to have them soon so that we can stay on schedule and begin construction in August. 

B. At the June watershed council meeting, Madeline announced that Tillamook Estuary Partnership was hosting a speaker series on Pharmaceuticals in the Watershed. Madeline attended the event and gave a summary of what was discussed to the watershed council. The event was beneficial for conveying general information about pharmaceutical disposal and the concerns about pharmaceuticals in both groundwater and surface water. The main points that they made were that the long-term effects of exposure to pharmaceuticals that are entering our water bodies through wastewater effluent is unknown, but in recent studies the most prevalent compounds found were caffeine and DEET. Also, they stressed that the best way to dispose of unused pharmaceuticals is by putting them in a plastic bag and throwing them in the garbage. 
V. New Business
A. Bickmore Farms Project Proposal- Yesterday (July 6th), staff from NRCS, ODFW, and SWCD, as well as Jim and Pat, met with Madeline to discuss the restoration opportunities available on the Bickmore Farms property. The different agency members agreed that this site is a good candidate for habitat restoration funding because it is on an agricultural property and has available matching funds. The focus of the project will be to replace the perched culvert at the site, install large woody debris to create off-channel habitat, install fencing to exclude livestock from the Skipanon, as well as install alternative water sources, and plant native vegetation along the riparian area. Madeline will draft up a project proposal to present to the landowner, and plan to apply for an OWEB restoration grant in the fall. Phil Simpson from ODFW plans to conduct a snorkel survey of the area. Madeline will also see if the CREST monitoring crew is available to perform a wetland delineation of the area. Madeline would like to use Pacific Seafoods fine dollars to have conceptual designs created for the project. Norm moved to use Pacific Seafoods dollars to fund the development of conceptual designs as long as the amount does not exceed $6,000. Pat seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
B. Loukas Lane Culvert Replacement Project- Henry Hoffman came to the meeting to discuss a collapsed culvert on Abercrombie Creek that is blocking fish passage to rearing habitat. Madeline had hoped that this could be a potential project that could be matched with Pacific Seafoods funds; however, the creek is actually a tributary of the Lewis and Clark River, and therefore part of the Youngs Bay watershed. However, it is likely a good project for small grant funding, and Madeline will look into other funding options for fixing the culvert. 
C. Johnson Pond Restoration Project- During the permitting process for the Perkins Creek project, Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL) became aware of the illegal pond on the Johnson property. Originally, the scope of work for the Perkins Creek project involved removing the pond to eliminate fish stranding during low flows, and create better fish habitat. However, after the design work was completed, the landowner decided that he did not want to remove the pond. Because the pond was to remain intact, DSL sent the landowner a notification that he was required to get an easement for the pond, or he would be fined for having an illegal water storage structure on his property. The cost of the easement is over $1,000, and the landowner contacted Madeline to see what the watershed council could do to help. Because we have already become involved in this situation, it would be in the best interest of the watershed council from a public relations standpoint to look into what kind of restoration project can be developed at the site so that the landowner does not have to get an easement. Madeline will look into what options we have based on the preliminary design work that has already been conducted for the pond from the Perkins Creek project. 
VI. Good-of-the-Order- Nothing to report
VII. Adjourn 

