Youngs Bay Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes 7/22/2009
In attendance: Lee Cain (Astoria High School), Dave Ambrose (Clatsop SWCD), Carla Cole (NPS), Madeline Dalton (WC Coordinator), Don Leach (DD #11), Mike Seppa (YBWC)
I. Introductions

II. May meeting minutes were approved
III. Announcements

a. SWCD Updates in the Watershed

Dave Ambrose from Clatsop Soil and Water Conservation District updated the council about the work that SWCD has been doing in the Youngs Bay Watershed. He also spoke about some of the potential projects for the upcoming year. Clatsop SWCD partnered with CREST to complete riparian enhancement along the Lewis and Clark River and the North Fork Klaskanine. This project involved planting trees on about 11 acres of riparian area. Dave applied for funds from the Governor’s program to create jobs, in order to get laborers to remove approximately 1,000 tires that were left by a previous owner from Hallie Travis’ property. Unfortunately, that program did not receive funding. However, Dave has already received $2000 from OWEB to haul the tires off of the property. He will look into other grant options for removing the tires in the future. Also, on another property that Hallie Travis has been leasing, she has decided not to purchase the parcel, and therefore, the owners of the land are interested in selling the property to the Nature Conservancy. There are restoration opportunities on the property that Dave would like to pursue once the ownership details have been settled. Dave spoke with Norm Beerger again recently, and he is still interested in working with SWCD and the watershed council to implement a wetland restoration project on his property. Both Dave and Madeline received a notice that Freshwater Trust has BPA funding available for projects that reduce freshwater temperatures in estuaries. In addition to implementation funding, the Freshwater Trust will also fund permitting and monitoring for 40 years. Dave is in the process of applying for this grant for restoration work on the Maxwell/ Beerger properties. Finally, Dave mentioned that the SWCD picnic that was held on Saturday July 18th was successful. At the picnic, they showed a movie from NOAA about the 40 years of Salmon Sampling in the Northwest. The council is interested in showing this DVD at a future watershed council meeting. 
b. Upcoming Training Workshops 
Dave announced 2 workshops that will be held in upcoming months. The first is for Early Detection Rapid Response of invasive plant species. The event will teach people to identify new invasive species that have not yet been located in our county, but are a threat because of their presence in nearby ecosystems. The workshop will also inform people what to do if they discover any of the noxious weeds discussed. This event will be held on Wednesday August 19th, 2009 from 10am to 12pm in the Netul Room at Lewis and Clark National Park (Fort Clatsop). 
The second workshop will be held on Tuesday September 1st, at the Netel Grange. The focus of this workshop will be Working With Rivers and will include a presentation from a hydrologist from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on how and why rivers flow the way they do, as well as local experts discussing options and requirements for stream bank restoration and protection. 
c. North Coast Watershed Association Annual Gathering

At the last North Coast Watershed Association Board meeting, it was decided that this year’s Annual Gathering will be held on Saturday September 19th, 2009. We hope to host the event at Lewis and Clark National Park. The event will be held from 2-5pm and will include an interpretive hike, fish seining demonstration, and a potluck. 

IV. Old Business 

a. Project updates
1. Otter Point: We recently learned that we did not receive the NOAA stimulus grant to fund the implementation portion of the Otter Point project. This means that we will apply for BPA grant money this fall. Also, we still hope to partner with NPS to complete the compliance portion of the project. 
V. New Business 

a. Loukas Lane Culvert Replacement Project: Madeline was approached by Henry Hoffman, a landowner concerned about a collapsed culvert at the crossing of Abercrombie Creek and Loukas Lane. Because this particular culvert is not on a county road, Clatsop County will not replace it. In its current condition, fish passage to upstream rearing habitat is blocked. There is also potential for riparian enhancement at the project site through invasive species removal and riparian plantings. Madeline plans to apply for an LCREP technical assistance grant to fund phase I of this project. 
VI. Good-of-the Order 
a. Astoria High School Fisheries Technology Class

 Lee announced that due to budget cuts, his Fisheries Technology class has been cancelled. However, Lee applied for a Restoration and Enhancement grant through Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife as an education component to their Salmon and Trout Enhancement Fund. This grant would fund the class for another year. The outlook for the grant is good; however there will be a public meeting in Klamath Falls on August 7th, to discuss the grant applications, and the final decision will most likely be known in September. If anyone would like to send a letter to the board of commissioners, they are welcome to do so. 

b. This year’s Upward Bound students gave their presentations about their summer learning projects on Thursday July 23rd, at 6:30 at the Performing Arts building. 

c. Eel grass, a non-native Japanese plant is spreading its way up the Lewis and Clark River. It tends to settle higher up in tidal areas. It is not yet known if it will have a positive or negative impact on the ecosystem since it appears to increase diversity.  
VII. Adjournment
