Youngs Bay Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes 1/22/2009
In attendance: Lee Cain (Astoria High School), Lori Lilly (WC Coordinator), Don Leach (DD #11), Mike Seppa (YBWC), Todd Boswell (Boswell Consultants), Tom Scoggins (Rainland Flycasters)
I. Introductions

II. December meeting minutes were approved
III. Announcements

a. Lori will be giving a presentation to the Board of Commissioners for Clatsop County on 2/4/2009 and asked the council if they would like her to discuss anything in particular.  The council discussed the need for a region-wide conservation strategy, as well as improvements to the fish ladders at the City of Warrenton’s dams.

b. Lori announced that she will be moving back to the East Coast to be closer to family.  The announcement for her position has been released and can be found on the CREST or NCWA web-site: www.columbiaestuary.org or www.clatsopwatersheds.org.

IV. Old Business 

a. Project updates
1. Fee: The project remains incomplete; an intent to sue has been filed by the diking district against Ducks Unlimited.  CREST/Watershed Council grant agreements are considered complete and so any further involvement by these parties is limited at this point.

2. Otter Point: The council seeks implementation.  The Park has submitted a proposal for federal economic stimulus funds for the project.
b. Self-evaluations: The council completed and discussed the OWEB self-evaluations.
c. Results of tour to City of Warrenton dam: The council visited the City’s main dam and two of the tributary dams with Public Works staff.  The City has made improvements to the fish ladder and water intake that allow water to primarily fill the fish ladder over municipal needs during low flows.
d. The City of Warrenton, US Geological Survey and Lori are seeking funding for the installation of possibly two stream gages on the Lewis & Clark River, above and below the City’s four diversions.  The gages will be connected to the web via satellite and provide real-time information on stream flows to the public.  The data can be used for making informed long-range planning decisions by the City and also for implementing conservation measures.
V. New Business 

a. A number of parcels (~120 acres) on the NF Klaskanine have been treated for knotweed over the past several years by Soil & water Conservation District.  The council has funding from several entities (US Fish & Wildlife Service, OWEB and the Nature Conservancy) to plant these treated sites as well as the properties of two landowners on the Lewis & Clark River (Hallie Travis and Norm Beerger).  CREST staff are leading the project with the help of Lori, SWCD and OSU Extension.  The plantings will be implemented this winter and will be composed primarily of spruce and cedar with addition of some shrubs for enhanced diversity.
b. Lori and the ODFW Restoration Biologist visited the 2006 Walluski Large Woody Debris project for post-project monitoring.  Photos were taken at established photo-points and Lori shared those photos with the council.  The log jams look good, some having exhibited quite a bit of movement, and the addition of new wood from the December, 2007 storm was obvious.  Carcasses were found in between the placements and spawner surveys are being completed by ODFW.
VI. Good-of-the Order – nothing reported
VII. Adjournment
