Youngs Bay Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes 5/28/2009
In attendance: Lee Cain (Astoria High School), Madeline Dalton (WC Coordinator), Don Leach (DD #11), Shannon Daniels (NRCS), Glenn Ahrens (OSU Extension), Mike Seppa (YBWC), Tom Scoggins (Rainland Flycasters)
I. Introductions

II. January meeting minutes were approved
III. Announcements

a. Madeline announced that CREST did not receive the EPA grant to pay for the installation of a USGS gauging station on the Lewis & Clark River upstream of the city of Warrenton dam. We plan to apply for an OWEB monitoring grant in the fall. 
IV. Old Business 

a. Project updates
1. Otter Point: CREST is still waiting to learn the decision of the NOAA stimulus grant to fund this project. However, NPS is going to contribute $40K toward the compliance portion of the Otter Point project so that we can begin the permitting process. If we learn that we will be receiving the entire amount of stimulus funding we applied for, NPS will use that money some other way. Last week, Madeline and Don Leach attended a site visit with CREST staff, NPS, and the Army Corps of Engineers to discuss additional permitting requirements for the dike breech. The initial feedback from Army Corps was positive, and they did not foresee any problems obtaining project permits.
2. North Fork Klaskanine Riparian Enhancement: Riparian planting on the North Fork Klaskanine has been completed for this season. There is still money left over in the OWEB grant for this project to do some additional planting next fall. 
V. New Business 

a. Tree planting work party on the Lewis and Clark River: The Nature Conservancy awarded us a grant for riparian planting on Knotweed treated areas of the North Fork Klaskanine River. Within this grant, there was also money available for planting an additional one acre parcel on the Lewis and Clark River. The planting work for this project has been completed primarily by Regina Southworth, whom CREST contracts with on various projects. Unfortunately, there are still about 200 trees that still need to be planted on the Lewis and Clark River, and there are no other work crew resources to utilize at this time. Madeline asked the council if anyone would be willing to volunteer to help finish the plantings either Saturday May 30th, or Saturday June 6th. The council discussed this topic, and decided that planting this late in the season would result in a low survival rate. Madeline will look into other options for the remaining trees. 
VI. Good-of-the Order 
a. NRCS Programs: Shannon Daniels, the NRCS District Conservationist for this region spoke to the council about partnership programs that are available through NRCS. Although NRCS is restricted to working with agricultural producers, there are potential conservation practices implemented by the watershed council that qualify for cost-share funding. The council discussed project prioritization and exploring the possibility of having a limiting factors analysis done on the watershed. This analysis would better enable the watershed council to identify areas in need of restoration that would qualify for NRCS cost-share programs.
b. Don Leach mentioned that Clatsop County SWCD has funding available until June 30th of this year for water quality projects. Madeline stated that NCWA and CREST are working with Dave Ambrose from CSWCS to host a workshop for Riverside landowners and other stakeholders in riparian enhancement projects sometime this summer. 
c. Glenn Ahrens announced that he will be attending a meeting on Friday May 29th, with NPS, Rob Emmanuel, and Dave Ambrose for The Early Detection and Rapid Response of noxious weeds. The goal of the meeting is to develop a plan for prioritizing the top 5 invasive plant species that threaten the county. This plan will then be used to identify and eradicate the invasives when they are first found in the county, before they become a widespread problem. 
d. Lee Cain mentioned that he would like Weyerhaeuser to have more of a presence at our meeting because they are the largest landowner in our watershed. However, because Weyerhaeuser is in the process of a buyout, the council suggested waiting until the new owners take over, and then trying to establish a working relationship. 
e. Lee also stated that he will be working with students in the Upward Bound program again this summer. The students will be conducting fish seining at various locations around the area. He asked if anyone on the council knew of any available data on tidegate functionality. No one present knew of any such data, however, Madeline will see if CREST has any past tidegate data. 

f. Madeline asked the council if they would like to change the current watershed council schedule. The current schedule has the council meeting bimonthly on the even months. However, due to recent scheduling conflicts, the last few meetings have occurred on odd months. The council passed a motion to change the meeting schedule to odd months and have the next YBWC meeting in July. 
VII. Adjournment
