Youngs Bay Watershed Council
Meeting Minutes 6/26/2008

In attendance: Lee Cain (Astoria High School), Lori Lilly (WC Coordinator), Bruce Henderson (Henderson Land Services), April Rouse (CREST), Dana Hicks (DSL), April Cameron (CREST), Scott Stonum (NPS), Kristen Keteles (NPS), Evan Haas (LCREP), Jim Capellan (landowner), Nadia Gardner (Columbia Land Trust), Don Leach (DD #11), Dave Ambrose (CSWCD), Mike Seppa (YBWC)
I. Introductions

II. April meeting minutes were approved with Lee’s clarification added.
III. Announcements

a. Clatsop Soil & Water Conservation District will be hosting their Annual Meeting on 7/19/2008, 2 PM at Netal Grange.  The event is a potluck.

b. The Lughnasa Festival, a traditional Irish first harvest festival, will be celebrated on 7/26/2008 from 10-4 PM at the Blue Scorcher Café in Astoria.  There will be a benefit for non-profits, to include the North Coast Watershed Association.  Contact Lori for more info or to volunteer to run the watershed council booth for a portion of the festival.
c. Lori has found an Americorps candidate, Emily Fenwick, who will start in September.  Emily is currently serving in an Americorps position with the City of Astoria and will be heading to grad school next September.

d. Community gardens are springing up across the region.  Lori is interested in hosting a native plant demonstration garden or native plant propagation garden at one of them and asked for volunteers.  Kristen volunteered. 
IV. Old Business – tabled for presentations.
V. New Business

a. Bruce Henderson, consultant to CREST for the Otter Point Restoration Project Phase I, gave the council a presentation on the proposed design alternative selected for restoring the Otter Point site (33.5 acres) near Ft. Clatsop.  Lori has a copy of the presentation for any that are interested.  The project has been primarily funded by the Estuary Partnership and secondarily funded by the National Park Service.
b. April Cameron gave a presentation to the council about monitoring activities occurring in the Youngs Bay watershed and a case study on findings at Ft. Clatsop.

c. Nadia informed the council of restoration work planned for CLT’s property on the Walluski River this summer.  CLT is planning on reconnecting a historic channel through dike breaching and placing 45 pieces of large woody debris, some of which will be anchored with organic material.

VI. The next meeting will be held on 9/25/2008 since Lori will be on vacation in August.  
VII. Good-of-the-Order

a. Dave reported on activities of the SWCD, including: 1) a manure storage facility being installed, riparian planting and wetland habitat enhancement activities on a landowner’s property on Tucker Creek; 2) visiting Scott Olson’s property on the Lewis & Clark with NRCS; 3) the middle third of the Burkhart Farm having a new owner who is interested in returning the property “back to the wild;” the property represents 2/3 of mile of river frontage on the Lewis & Clark; 4) purple loosestrife surveys are underway, as well as knotweed treatment.
b. Mike reported that Oregon LNG had been out to his property performing a biological assessment for siting the pipeline.

c. Lee reported that he is underway with an Upward Bound group, performing bird, amphibian and fish surveys at Ft. Clatsop.  The group seined the Skipanon that day and caught two chinook.
