Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

September 7, 2010
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Peggy Hines (Cullaby Lake), Norm and Judy Kujala (property owners), Jim Scheller (Skipanon WSC), Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Steve Porter (Warrenton High School), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the August watershed council meetings were reviewed and approved.  
II. Announcements

A. Clatsop Forestry & Wood Products Community Leaders Forestry Tour: OSU extension is hosting its annual forestry tour on Thursday September 9, from 8 am to 4 pm. The tour will begin and end at the Wickiup Grange Hall in Svensen. The focus of the tour will be biomass production in Clatsop County. 
B. North Coast Land Conservancy Presentation- October 5th: Katie Voelke, the Executive Director of the North Coast Land Conservancy will be speaking at the October watershed council. She will be informing us about NCLC’s efforts in the Skipanon Watershed with their “Quiet Waters” strategic plan. 
C. Jim announced that Warrenton Trails will be sponsoring a SOLV event on Saturday September 25 from 10am to 1pm. The group will be meeting at the Smith Mission site on Ridge Road in Warrenton. Volunteers for the event will remove litter and invasive vegetation such as Scotch Broom along Neacoxie Creek.
D. Jim mentioned that there will also be a Sierra Club tour of the Skipanon Peninsula on Saturday September 25, in the afternoon. 

III.       Treasurer’s Report: The balance of assets for the watershed council remains at $78,174.54, which includes the $30k in the certificate of deposit. This amount has not changed from last month. 
IV. Old Business
A. NCWA Annual Gathering Update: This year’s annual gathering boat tour was a success. We had such a great response that we filled the boat entirely. As a result, the watershed association was able to raise $150. We had so much interest in the tour that we are considering making it an annual event. Madeline passed out photos taken on the tour, as well as the program and map of the tour route. 
B. Volunteer Ideas: At the last council meeting, Madeline asked the group if they would be interested in participating in small-scale volunteer work during our regular meeting times. The council discussed in more detail some potential locations for invasive species removal/ native plantings. Jim suggested weeding the plantings that were done last winter at the Perkins Creek Restoration site. Next month we have a speaker scheduled, however, if the weather permits, we will plan to work at Perkins Creek during the November council meeting. 

C. Skipanon Dam Retrofit: The council again discussed the Skipanon Dam Retrofit project. Due to unforeseen complications, we were not able to implement this project during the 2010 construction season. However, now that we have finalized design plans, constructing this project in 2011 is a high priority. Madeline has spoken to Bruce Apple at DEQ, and plans to apply for a DEQ 319 grant to pay for a portion of the project. Pat asked if it would be possible to get contractor estimates now to use in planning this project for next year. Although this may be helpful, bid proposals are generally only valid for 30 days, and therefore would not give us a definitive idea of how much the project would cost. We will plan to solicit contractor bids this winter after the DEQ grant has been written.  
III. New Business
Nothing to report
Good-of-the-Order- Nothing to report
IV. Adjourn 

