Skipanon Watershed Council meeting minutes

July 6, 2010
6 PM, Warrenton High School

In attendance: Pat Jensen (Smith Lake), Peggy Hines (Skipanon WSC), Norm, Judy and Marie Kujala (property owners), Jim Scheller (Skipanon WSC), Madeline Dalton (Council Coordinator).
I. Meeting minutes from the June watershed council meetings were reviewed and approved provided that corrections were made to items A and B under Old Business.  
II. Announcements

A. There will be a joint work session regarding potential modifications to the 8th Street Dam structure later this month. The meeting will be held on Tuesday July 27th at 5:30 pm at Warrenton City Hall. This work session will involve discussing issues that are currently being faced regarding development and infrastructure stability, and conceptualization of alternatives to address these issues. However, an immediate plan of action will not likely be chosen.  
B. Early Detection Rapid Response Workshop: Jim announced that he attended the Early Detection Rapid Response Workshop for invasive plant species on Saturday June 19th at Fort Clatsop. He said that there was a good turnout at the event and that the response from workshop participants was positive. This workshop was a continuation of the EDRR workshop held last fall. The purpose of the workshop was to raise awareness about aggressive non-native plants that are either in our county and we would like to eradicate before they become a serious problem, or they are a threat because of their presence in nearby counties. 
III.       Treasurer’s Report: A spreadsheet showing the most recent transactions, as well as the overall account budget was distributed. The $619.50 refund for the Cullaby Lake Weed Harvester donation was sent out on June 10, 2010. Therefore, the current account balance in the Skipanon Watershed Council checking account is$48,174.54. This balance does not include the additional $30,000 of Pacific Seafood fine money that is currently in a certificate of deposit. The overall total of available funds for the Skipanon Watershed Council is$78,174.54. 
IV. Old Business
A. Skipanon Dam Retrofit: Madeline submitted an OWEB small grant application for the Skipanon Dam Retrofit project for $10,000. The OWEB small grant team approved the application. However, as discussed at our last meeting, Jim received new design plans from NRCS which include additional construction items that will raise the cost of the project by over $10k. The unanticipated design items include cleaning and renovating concrete. The additional cost items make it unlikely that this project will be able to be completed during this in-water work period. However, Jim spoke with Bruce Apple from DEQ about the potential to receive 319 funding for this project. Madeline will see if there is a possibility to write another Watershed Enhancement grant that includes funding for the retrofit project, as well as riparian enhancement funding to create a more integrated restoration project. 

B. NCWA Annual Gathering: As discussed at previous watershed council meetings, this year’s Annual Gathering event for the North Coast Watershed Association will be a jet boat tour on the Columbia River. The Portland Spirit’s jet boat travels to Astoria every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday from June through September. The cost of reserving the boat would be $900. Tours run 90 minutes. Madeline asked the council if they would be willing to participate in a jet boat tour at a cost of $30 per person, and what council members would like to see on the tour of the estuary. It was suggested that the tour take the John Day River route up to Puget Island. 
III. New Business
A. Executive Summary for the Columbia River: Jim mentioned that the Executive Summary for the Columbia River was finalized. In the summary, the Skipanon Watershed is considered part of the larger Youngs Bay Watershed. The watersheds are color coded based on the change anticipated for salmon recovery. This report indicates that there are no anticipated changes due to the hatcheries that are located within the area.  
Good-of-the-Order- Discussion was held on the 2010 Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership’s newsletter, as well as an article that Jim brought in about the effects of fish hatcheries on salmon recovery rates. Norm mentioned that he would like to look at some of the monitoring reports from the South Clatsop Slough restoration project. 
IV. Adjourn 

